ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS SYLLABUS

Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics is a college level course designed to prepare students to take the Advanced Placement examination. Students who achieve a score of 3, 4, or 5 most universities grant either credit or advanced status. If you elect to take this course you are expected to take the challenge of sitting for the AP Exam. 

For many students this may be the only college level course you will need in political science. The course is designed to teach students; how people behave politically and the structure of the American political system and how it functions in our pluralist system of various individual and group interests, all promoting their own agendas as to what they claim is important and beneficial for the country. 

The major purpose of this course is to help students gain and display an understanding of American politics, and the processes of government that help shape our public policies. Students can begin to develop a more sophisticated and insightful understanding of majority rule, democracy, constitutionalism, civil liberties, and other distinguishing characteristics of the American political system. A political science course cannot provide either easy or comfortable answers to societal issues. Political positions can upset students and shake views already taken. A political science course can provide a set of political values to take into life. It can help the individual to distinguish the essential from the incidental, understand and evaluate competing arguments, formulate and express personal opinions and carry on an intelligent discussion on social issues. Often public discourse on political issues is nasty, uncompromising and vindictive. The duty of all citizens is to seek the common good.

Texts and Readings 
The class text is Challenge of Democracy by Kenneth Janda, Jeffery Berry and Jerry Goldman. Copies have been provided to you. It is expected that you will read all assigned chapters prior to class discussion.  You will be responsible for keeping up the pacing guide for reading assignments.  
Supplementary readings are essential in this class.   We will be reading Perspectives on American Politics by William Lasser.

There will also be other readings assigned throughout the year. I will make them available in advance. In some cases required readings will only be available online. Again, it is expected that you will read all assigned chapters prior to class discussion.

As discussed, reading of the New York Times and Newsweek is extremely important. National Review (conservative) and The Nation (liberal) are also excellent sources of political information.

The Internet
As the Internet has become a critically important means of communication so has its relevance as a teaching tool. I make every attempt to infuse the Internet with the course. 

Grading Policy 

1. You will be graded on a 10 point scale.
2. Major tests and free response writings will make up 50% of your grade.

3. Projects (outside readings other than text book) and Current events will be worth 20%.

4. Quiz grades and class participation will make up the other 30%.
Current Events

You will be responsible for having two complete current event summaries per week.  These should be a half page summary on the article you choose.  You should keep these in your notebook divided based on the following topics:

1. Taxes

2. Health Care

3. Economy

4. Federal Budget / Government Spending

5. Social Security 

6. Military Spending

7. Interest Groups

8. Foreign Policy

9. Environment

10. Terrorism

You will also need to include the following:

1. Publication the article was found in.

2. Date 

3. Author

4. Topic

Note:  You may only use the internet for 50% of your current events.  It must also be from a reputable web site or publication.
