World History I (Honors)

OUTSIDE READING: HISTORICAL FICTION  (due Tuesday, January 11, 2005)
Your outside reading assignment for the second quarter is to read a work of historical fiction set in one of the times and places we will study this year and write a response essay of 2 to 2½ typed pages in which you discuss the way the author makes use of historical settings, characters, and events.

An annotated list of more than 250 appropriate works, sorted by subject, is attached.  Unless you have strong reasons for choosing another work, you should make a selection from this list.  In either case, you should confirm your choice with me by Friday, December 10.  Many of these works are available in paperback,  or in the Norwell Public Library, or somewhere in the Old Colony Library Network.   Some are available (first come, first served) in the NHS Library.  Do not select the first listed title you stumble across, unless the list contains a book you’ve been dying to read.  Browse a few listed books.  Read their jacket copy, and try their first pages.  Read what our text-book says about the period, the place, the people, and the events.  Choose a book you’ll be happy to spend a significant amount of time with over the next six to eight weeks.  And oh, by the way—choose a book you haven't read before.

The books cover every time and place we will study this year.  The list is heavily tilted toward Europe; there are some good choices on Japan and China, too, but India, the Islamic world and Africa are underrepresented.  (If you know of any novels set in these non-European regions, please bring them to my attention.)  The list includes well-known authors of historical fiction, authors famous for other types of books experimenting in historical fiction, and first-time authors.  It includes 

romances, mysteries and even science fiction.  Some of the authors write works that are classified as Young Adult by their publishers or by librarians.  These “YA” works are all indicated by an asterisk (*).  Most students in World History I Honors should select something more sophisti​cated than these works, unless you have my prior approval.

Your essay should have an intro-duction, at least three body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  Your topic: How does the author use the historical setting, events, and characters?  To write about this in an informed way, you should read (or reread) the relevant passages in our textbook, along with an encyclopedia article or two on the people, places, and concepts presented in the novel.  A bibliography is not required, but frequent quotations from the novel should be included (and identified by page number) as evidence to support your thesis.

A final word of wisdom from an author on the list:  Zoé Oldenbourg insisted that her 1970 book The Heirs of the Kingdom was “not a historical novel,” and also not “history dressed up as fiction.”  In a declaration of her “firm and consid​ered conviction,” she dismissed the whole idea of historical fiction.  Despite the requirements of your task, keep her words in mind:

To praise an author for his or her scholarship, whether real or presumed, amounts to calling that author a plagiarist and a pedant. . . .  Source material is freely available to anyone, and the writer is at liberty to make use of it if he so wishes. . . .  All novels, however “objective” they may seem to be, are portraits of their authors and conform to the laws of the writer’s inner world and no other. . . .  A novel is   a portrayal of the human condition.

(Oldenbourg, The Heirs of the Kingdom, p. vii.)
ANCIENT GREECE

Mary Renault,  The Praise Singer (1978).  A poet’s life in Athens, 6th century B.C.E.
Steven Pressfield, Gates of Fire (1998), Tides of War (2000).  Novels of war set in ancient Greece.

Mary Renault, The Last of the Wine (1956).      A theater troupe in the days of Socrates.

Mary Renault, The Mask of Apollo (1988).  Athens in the Golden Age and after.

Steven Pressfield, The Virtues of War: A Novel of Alexander the Great  (2004).
Anna Apostolou, A Murder in Macedon (1997) and A Murder in Thebes (1998)  Mysteries involving Alexander the Great.

Mary Renault, Fire From Heaven (1969); The Persian Boy (1972); Funeral Games (1981).  Trilogy about Alexander the Great.

Gillian Bradshaw, The Sand-Reckoner (2000).  Story of the ancient Greek mathematician Archimedes.

ROMAN REPUBLIC and EMPIRE

Ross Leckie, Hannibal (1996).  The Cartha-ginian general’s story of invasion and ultimate defeat in the Second Punic War.

Howard Fast, Spartacus (1951).  Slave revolt in the ancient Roman republic, 73-71 B.C.E.
Steven W. Saylor, Roman Blood (1991); Arms of Nemesis (1992); Catilina’s Riddle (1993); The Venus Throw (1995); A Murder on the Appian Way (1996), Rubicon (1999), Last Seen in Massilia (2000), A Mist of Prophecies (2002), The Judgment of Caesar (2004).  Mysteries set in the late days of the Roman republic.

John Maddox Roberts, The King’s Gambit (1990); The Catiline Conspiracy (1991); The Sacrilege (1992); Temple of the Muses (1992); Saturnalia (1999); Nobody Loves a Centurion (2001), The Tribune’s Curse (2003), The River God’s Vengeance (2004), The Princess and the Pirates (2005).  SPQR series—more mysteries set in the Roman republic.

Colleen McCullough, “Masters of Rome” series: The First Man in Rome (1990); The Grass Crown (1991); Fortune’s Favorites (1993); Caesar’s Women (1996); Caesar (1998).

Allan Massie, Caesar (1993).  The Roman general’s life, retold by one of his assassins, a former aide.
Margaret George, The Memoirs of Cleopatra (1997).  The Egyptian queen who joined Antony in his rivalry with Augustus.

Allan Massie, Let the Emperor Speak: A Novel of Caesar Augustus (1987).  The first Roman emperor’s fictional memoirs.

John Williams, Augustus (1972).  Another look at the Roman emperor, in fictional documents, letters, and other records.  Winner of the National Book Award.

Gillian Bradshaw, Render unto Caeasar  (2003).  Conspiracy in the Rome of Augustus.

Allan Massie, Tiberius: The Memoirs of the Emperor  (1990).  The second Roman emperor’s fictional memoirs.

Robert Graves, I, Claudius (1934) and Claudius the God (1935).  Life of the Roman emperor.
Jim Crace, Quarantine (1998).  A retelling of Jesus’s forty-day pilgrimage of fasting and prayer in the desert in ancient Judea.

Anthony Burgess, The Kingdom of the Wicked (1985).  The lives of the twelve apostles from just after the crucifixion of Jesus.

Simon Scarrow’s “Eagle” series, about Roman legions in Britain: Under the Eagle  (2001), The Eagle’s Conquest (2002), and When the Eagle Hunts, The Eagle and the Wolves , and The Eagle’s Prey (all 2004).
Donna Gillespie, The Light Bearer (1994).  The daughter of a German chieftain encoun-ters the advancing Roman empire.

Robert Harris, Pompeii (2003).  Nothing livens up a book like a good volcanic eruption. . . .

Lindsey Davis, The Course of Honor (1998).  Ex-slave becomes the mistress of the emperor Vespasian; a true story.

Lindsey Davis, Silver Pigs (1989); Shadows in Bronze (1990); Venus in Copper (1991); The Iron Hand of Mars (1992); Poseidon’s Gold (1992); Last Act in Palmyra (1994); Time to Depart (1995); A Dying Light in Corduba (1996), Three Hands in the Fountain (1998), Two for the Lions (1999), One Virgin too Many (2000), Ode to a Banker (2001), A Body in the Bathhouse (2002), The Jupiter Myth (2003), The Accusers (2004), Scandal Takes a Holiday (2004)..  Murder mysteries set in ancient Rome, featuring Marcus Didius Falco, investigator for emperor Vespasian.

*Erik Christian Haugaard, The Rider and His Horse (1968).  Roman-occupied Judea in the aftermath of the destruction of the Temple and the siege of Masada.

Howard Fast, Agrippa’s Daughter (1964).  Jerusalem during the period of its destruction by Rome.

Gillian Bradshaw, Island of Ghosts (1998).  Conquered Sarmatians serve as Roman mercenaries in ancient Britain.

*Rosemary Sutcliff, The Eagle of the Ninth (1954).  A Roman legion goes into battle in Britain and disappears.

*Rosemary Sutcliff, The Silver Branch (1957).  Roman occupying forces in Britain discover a plot against the emperor.

*Rosemary Sutcliff, The Lantern Bearers  (1959).  At the end of the Roman occupation, a Roman left in Britain helps fight Saxon invaders.

Gillian Bradshaw, The Beacon at Alexandria (1986). Roman empire, 4th century; a woman studies to become a doctor.

THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Cecelia Holland, The Death of Attila (1973).  Huns, Goths, and Romans in the fifth century.

Hella Haasse, Threshold of Fire: A Novel of Fifth-Century Rome  (1964; tr. 1993).

Gillian Bradshaw, Imperial Purple (1988). Conspiracy in Rome, fifth century.

THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Gillian Bradshaw, The Bearkeeper’s Daughter (1987).  Byzantine empress Theodora, wife of Justinian I, in her earlier days a circus performer and prostitute.

Robert Graves, Count Belisarius (1938).  A general serving the emperor Justinian in the Byzantine empire of the mid-500s.

H. N. Turtletaub, Justinian (1998).  The rise, fall, rise, and fall again of the emperor Justinian II.

Gillian Bradshaw, Alchemy of Fire  (2004).  Romance and weapons of mass destruction in seventh-century Constantinople.

Cecelia Holland, Belt of Gold (1984).  Intrigue and murder in ninth-century Byzantium.

ANCIENT INDIA

*Malcolm Bosse, Tusk and Stone (1995).  A Brahmin brother and sister deal with the aftermath of violence in 7th-century India.

CHINA IN ITS GOLDEN AGE

Simon Elegant, A Floating Life: The Adventure of Li Po (1997).  Based on the life of the great poet of the Tang Dynasty.

Eleanor Cooney and David Altieri, The Court of the Lion: A Novel of the Tang Dynasty  (1988).  Suspense novel involving a real-life Chinese judge of the period.

Eleanor Cooney and David Altieri, Deception: A Novel of Murder and Madness in Tang China (1993).  A sequel to Court of the Lion.

*Malcolm Bosse, The Examination (1994).  Two brothers go on a dangerous journey while one of them is preparing for his scholarly examinations.

JAPAN

Liza Dalby, The Tale of Murasaki: A Novel (2001).  Imagines the life of the female author of one of the world’s first novels.
*Katherine Paterson, The Sign of the Chrysan-themum (1973).  A boy in 12th-century Japan searches for his father, a samurai.

*Katherine Paterson, Of Nightingales That Weep (1974).  The life of a samurai’s daughter in 12th-century Japan is disrupted by war and unrest.

Shusaku Endo, Silence (1976).  Portuguese Catholic missionaries in Japan, 1500s.

*Erik Christian Haugaard, The Samurai’s Tale (1984).  A samurai’s servant in 16th-century Japan describes his master’s life.

*Erik Christian Haugaard, The Boy and the Samurai (1991).  More samurai adventures in 16th-century Japan.

*Erik Christian Haugaard, The Revenge of the Forty-Seven Samurai (1995).   Samurai warriors avenge murder of their master.

Shusaku Endo, The Samurai (1980).  Relations between Japanese warriors and European missionaries and traders in the 1600s.

James Clavell, Shogun (1975).  A European adventurer visits Tokugawa Japan.

NORSEMEN and VIKINGS
*Rosemary Sutcliff, Blood Feud  (1977).  An Englishman travels the world with his Viking captors in the 10th century.

*Rosemary Sutcliff, Sword Song  (1998).  A young Viking in exile in Ireland.

Cecelia Holland, The Soul Thief  (2002) and  The Witches’ Kitchen  (2004).  Violence and family intrigue among the Vikings.

Jane Smiley, The Greenlanders (1988).  Norsemen and Vikings in 14th-century.

Sigrid Undset, Kristin Lavransdatter (1935).  Trilogy about a young woman in medieval Norway: The Bridal Wreath,    The Mistress of Husaby, and The Cross.

THE CRUSADES

Zoé Oldenbourg, The Heirs of the Kingdom (1971).  Life of ordinary people who joined in the first Crusade.

Zoé Oldenbourg, The World Is Not Enough (1948), and The Cornerstone (1955).  Medieval France during the Third Crusade.

Cecelia Holland, Jerusalem (1996).  European crusaders besiege Jerusalem in 1187.

Tariq Ali, The Book of Saladin (1998).  Fictional memoir of the sultan who drove the crusaders out of Jerusalem.

Simon Beaufort, Murder in the Holy City (1998) and A Head for Poisoning (1999).  Mysteries set against the backdrop of the Crusades.

*Michael Cadnum, The Book of the Lion (2001) and The Leopard Sword (2002)..  An apprentice metalsmith goes to and returns from the First Crusade.

MEDIEVAL EUROPE

Cecelia Holland, The Angel and the Sword (2000).  Charlemagne’s heirs’ struggle.

Cecelia Holland, Great Maria (1974).  A woman’s life during feudal times in   11th-century southern Italy

Cecelia Holland, Kings in Winter (1968).  Warring clans, 11th-century Ireland.

Dorothy Dunnett, King Hereafter (1982).  Britain before the Norman Conquest of 1066—retelling of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

Edward Marston, the Domesday Book series, about a team of surveyors resolving property disputes in England in the time of William the Conqueror; includes The Wolves of Savernake (1993), The Ravens of Blackwater (1994), The Dragons of Archen-field (1995), The Lions of the North (1996), The Serpents  of Harbledown (1998), The Stallions of Woodstock (1999), The Hawks of Delamere (2000), The Wildcats of Exeter (2001), The Foxes of Warwick (2002), and The Owls of Gloucester (2003).

Ken Follett, The Pillars of the Earth (1989).  Intrigue during construction of a cathedral in 12th-century England.

Sharon Kay Penman, The Queen’s Man (1996), and Cruel as the Grave (1998).  Medieval mysteries set in the time of Richard Lionheart and Eleanor of Aquitaine.

Gillian Bradshaw, The Wolf Hunt (2002).  Lovers, star-crossed and double-crossed, in the feudal world of 12th-century France.

Cecelia Holland, Antichrist (1970).  Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II, whose religious toleration and political intrigue in the 1200s got him excommunicated four times by two different popes.

Sharan Newman, the Catharine Levendeur mysteries, about a nun who leaves the convent to marry a scholar; includes Death Comes as Epiphany (1993), The Devil’s Door (1994), The Wandering Arm (1995), Strong as Death (1996), Cursed in the Blood (1998), The Difficult Saint (1999), To Wear the White Cloak (2000), Heresy (2002), The Outcast Dove (2003), The Witch in the Well (2004).
*Frances Temple, The Ramsay Scallop (1995).  A young couple prepares to enter an arranged marriage in medieval Europe.

Tracy Chevalier, The Lady and the Unicorn (2003).  Drama behind the creation of famous medieval tapestries. 

Cecelia Holland, The Lords of Vaumartin (1988).  Knights in 14th-century France at the time of the Black Death.

Candace Robb, A Trust Betrayed (2001).  A medieval Scottish woman investigates the disappearance of her husband, a mer-chant, and the murder of his brother. 

Judith Merkle Riley, A Vision of Light (1989).  In 14th-century England, an abused noblewoman finds a life as a midwife’s assistant; also the story of the monk who transcribes her life story.  The plague and accusations of witchcraft figure into the story.  There is a sequel, In Pursuit of the Green Lion (1990).

Candace Robb, the Owen Archer mysteries, set in England and Wales during the mid-1300s, including The Apothecary Rose (1993), The Lady Chapel (1994), The Nun’s Tale (1995), The King’s Bishop (1996), The Riddle of St. Leonard’s (1997), A Gift of Sanc-tuary (1998), A Spy for the Redeemer (2002), and The Cross-Legged Knight (2003).

Hella Haasse, In a Dark Wood Wandering  (1949; tr. 1989).  Life in the Hundred Years’ War between France and England.

Connie Willis, Doomsday Book (1992).  A 21st-century history student is transported back in time to England just before the great 14th-century plague, the “Black Death.”  Combines elements of historical fiction and sci-fi.

Sylvia Warner, The Corner That Held Them (1948).  Life in a 14th-century convent.

Susanna Gregory, Unholy Alliance (1996), Bone of Contention (1997), A Plague on Both of Your Houses (1998), A Deadly Brew (1999), A Wicked Deed (2000), A Masterly Murder (2001), An Order for Death (2002), Summer of Discontent (2003), A Killer in Winter (2003), The Hand of Justice (2004).  Mysteries featuring a physician in 14th-century England.

Margaret Frazer, The Novice’s Tale (1993), The Bishop’s Tale (1994), The Outlaw’s Tale (1995), The Boy’s Tale (1995), The Mur-derer’s Tale (1996), The Servant’s Tale (1997), The Prioress’s Tale (1997), The Maiden’s Tale (1998), The Reeve’s Tale (1999), The Squire’s Tale (2000), The Clerk's Tale (2002), The Bastard’s Tale (2003), The Hunter’s Tale (2004), A Play of Isaac (2004).  A nun solves mysteries set during the Hundred Years’ War.

Norah Lofts, Town House (1959).  Three generations of a medieval English family.

Norah Lofts, Knight’s Acre (1975), The Homecoming (1976), and The Lonely Furrow (1977).  Trilogy about the family of Sir Godfrey Tallboys, an English knight.

*Malcolm Bosse, Captives of Time (1987).  A clockmaker’s niece and nephew struggle to survive amid the violence and pestilence of late medieval Europe.

EAST MEETS WEST

Amin Maalouf, Samarkand (1997).  Life of Omar Khayyam, 12th-century Iranian poet, astronomer, and mathematician.

Cecelia Holland, Until the Sun Falls (1969). Mongol invasion of Europe in the 1240s.

Gary Jennings, The Journeyer (1984).  The story of Marco Polo.

Cecelia Holland, Rakóssy (1967). Turkish invasion of Hungary in the mid-1500s.

Robert Elegant, Manchu (1980).  Saga of China at the rise of the Qing Dynasty (1640s).

Claudia von Canon, The Moonclock (1979). Ottoman empire invades Austria, 1683.

THE ENGLISH ROYAL FAMILY I: NORMANS and PLANTAGENETS

Cecelia Holland, The Firedrake (1966).  A soldier of William the Conqueror.

Jean Plaidy, the Norman Trilogy: The Bastard King (1974), The Lion of Justice (1975), The Passionate Enemies (1976).

Cecelia Holland, The Earl (1971).  King Stephen vs. Henry II—who should rule?

Sharon Kay Penman, When Christ and His Saints Slept (1995).  Civil war in England at the beginning of the reign of Henry II.

Norah Lofts, Eleanor the Queen (1955).  Eleanor of Aquitaine.

Jean Plaidy, The Courts of Love (1987).  Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine tells her own story.

Norah Lofts, The Lute Player (1951).  Richard I of England and a minstrel.

Sharon Kay Penman, trilogy about English and Welsh kings in the 13th century (King John, Henry III, Edward I):  Here Be Dragons (1985), Falls the Shadow (1988), and The Reckoning (1991).

Bernard Cornwell, The Archer’s Tale (2002).  Tale of an English archer during the early years of the Hundred Years’ War.

Robert Nye, Falstaff (1976).  Shakespeare’s comic knight is the hero of this novel set in the days of the English king Henry IV.

Rosemary Hawley Jarman, Crispin’s Day: The Glory of Agincourt (1979), Crown in Candle-light (1978), The King’s Grey Mare (1973), We Speak No Treason (1971).  Royal doings during the last stages of the Hundred Years’ War and the “Wars of the Roses.”

Jean Plaidy, the Plantagenet Saga: The Plantagenet Prelude (1976), The Revolt of the Eaglets (1980), The Heart of the Lion (1977), The Prince of Darkness (1978), The Battle of the Queens (1978), The Queen from Provence (1979), Edward Longshanks [U.S. edition entitled Hammer of the Scots] (1979), The Follies of the King (1980), The Vow on the Heron (1980), Passage to Pontefract (1981), The Star of Lancaster (1981), Epitaph for Three Women (1981), The Red Rose of Anjou (1982), The Sun in Splendour (1982).

Jean Plaidy, The Goldsmith’s Wife (1950).  Jane Shore, mistress of Edward IV of England.

Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time (1951).    A modern detective tries to uncover the true story of Richard III, portrayed by Shakespeare as England’s greatest villain.

Tyler Whittle, Richard III: The Last Plantagenet (1970).  A look at the life of Richard III.

Guy M. Townsend, To Prove a Villain (1985).  Another view of Richard III.

Sharon Kay Penman, The Sunne in Splendour (1990).  Richard III again.

SPAIN and the SPANISH INQUISITION

Tariq Ali, Shadows of the Pomegranate Tree (1994).  The fall of Islam in Spain.

Matt Cohen, The Spanish Doctor (1985).  Struggles of a Jewish doctor in 14th-century Spain.

Howard Fast, Torquemada (1966).  A grand inquisitor of the Spanish Inquisition.

Norah Lofts, Crown of Aloes (1974).  Queen Isabella of Spain.

Amin Maalouf, Leo Africanus (1992).  Wan-derings in Europe and Africa after the Spanish expulsion of Jews and Muslims.

Jean Plaidy, The Scarlet Cloak (1957).  Spanish Inquisition in the time of Philip II (1500s).

RENAISSANCE in EUROPE

Sarah Dunant, The Birth of Venus (2004).  Life and loves of a woman artist in Florence during the Renaissance.

Dorothy Dunnett, the House of Niccoló series, about a merchant family in busi-ness in Europe during the Renaissance of the mid-1400s:  Niccoló Rising (1986), The Spring of the Ram (1988), Race of Scorpions (1990), Scales of Gold (1992), The Unicorn Hunt (1994), To Lie with Lions (1996), Caprice and Rondo (1998), Gemini (2000).

Hella Haasse, The Scarlet City  (1952; tr. 1990).  Renaissance Italy: the Borgias, Michelangelo, Machiavelli, et al.

Jean Plaidy, the Lucrezia Borgia series: Madonna of the Seven Hills (1958) and Light on Lucrezia (1976).

Cecelia Holland, City of God (1979).  Rome during the Italian Renaissance—intrigue among the Borgias.

Jean Plaidy, the Medici Trilogy: Madame Serpent (1951). The Italian Woman (1952), Queen Jezebel (1953).

Irving Stone, The Agony and the Ecstasy (1961).  Life of Michelangelo.

Judith Merkle Riley, The Serpent Garden (1996).  A woman painter in England and France at the time of Henry VIII.

Edward Marston, Lord Westfield’s Men series, about a traveling theatre company in Elizabethan England; includes The Queen’s Head (1988), The Merry Devils (1989), The Trip to Jerusalem (1990), The Nine Giants (1991), The Mad Courtesan (1992), The Silent Woman (1994), The Roaring Boy (1995), The Laughing Hangman (1996), Fair Maid of Bohemia (1997), The Wanton Angel (1999), The Devil's Appren​tice (2000), The Bawdy Basket (2002), The Vagabond Clown (2003), The Counterfeit Crank (2004).
Robert Nye, The Late Mr. Shakespeare (1999).  An actor recalls the great playwright.

Robert Nye, The Voyage of the Destiny (1992).  Sir Walter Raleigh.

*Michael Cadnum, Ship of Fire (2003).  Surgeon’s apprentice aboard Sir Francis Drake’s ship.

Charles Gidley, Armada (1988).  The greatest military triumph of Elizabeth’s reign: the English navy defeats the Spanish armada.

Susan Vreeland, The Passion of Artemisia (2002).  Life of a female artist in Italy in the Baroque period.

Rosalind Laker, The Golden Tulip (1991).  Art and forgery in 17th-century Holland.

John Banville, Doctor Copernicus (1976) and Kepler (1981).  Fictionalized accounts of the lives of two early giants of astronomy.

THE ENGLISH ROYAL FAMILY II: TUDORS and STUARTS

Norah Lofts, The King’s Pleasure (1969).  Henry VIII and Catharine of Aragon.

Norah Lofts, The Concubine (1963).  Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn.

Margaret George, Autobiography of Henry VIII, with Notes by His Fool, Will Somers (1986); Mary, Queen of Scotland and the Isles (1992).

Dorothy Dunnett, the Lymond series: Scotch knight and diplomat in the time of Mary, Queen of Scots: The Game of Kings (1961), Queen’s Play (1964), Disorderly Knights (1966), Pawn in Frankincense (1969), The Ringed Castle (1971), Checkmate (1975).

Jean Plaidy, the Mary Queen of Scots series: The Royal Road to Fotheringay (1955) and The Captive Queen of Scots (1963).

Jean Plaidy, the Tudor Novels: Uneasy Lies the Head (1982), Katharine, the Virgin Widow (1962), The Shadow of the Pomegranate (1962), The King’s Secret Matter (1962), Murder Most Royal (1949), St. Thomas’s Eve (1954), The Sixth Wife (1953), The Thistle and the Rose (1963), Mary, Queen of France (1964), The Spanish Bridegroom (1954), Gay Lord Robert (1955).

Philippa Gregory, The Other Boleyn Girl (2001), The Queen’s Fool (2003), The Virgin’s Lover (2004).  Not a series, but related topics, set during the reign of Henry VIII and his daughters.
Victoria Holt, My Enemy the Queen (1978).  Love triangle involving Elizabeth I.

Jean Plaidy, Queen of This Realm (1984).  Queen Elizabeth I tells her own story.

Karen Harper, The Poyson Garden (1999), The Tidal Poole (2000), The Twylight Tower (2001), The Queene's Cure (2002), The Thorne Maze (2003), The Queene’s Christmas (2003)..  Mysteries in which the sleuth is Queen Elizabeth I of England.

Fiona Buckley, To Shield the Queen (1997), The Doublet Affair (1998), Queen’s Ransom (1999), To Ruin a Queen (2000), Queen of Ambition (2001), A Pawn for a Queen (2002), The Fugitive Queen (2003).  Mysteries set in the court of Elizabeth I.

Kathy Lynn Emerson, Face Down in the Marrow-Bone Pie (1997); Face Down upon an Herbal (1998); Face Down among the Winchester Geese (1999); Face Down beneath the Eleanor Cross (2000); Face Down under the Wych Elm (2000); Face Down across the Western Sea (2002); Face Down before Rebel Hooves (2003), Face Down below the Banqueting House (2005). Murders  in Elizabethan England, solved by Lady Susanna Appleton, with much social commentary—plus recipes! 
Jean Plaidy, Myself, My Enemy (1983). Henri-etta Maria, French princess who became the wife of King Charles I, tells her story.

Jean Plaidy, the Stuart Saga: The Murder in the Tower (1964), The Wandering Prince (1956), A Health unto His Majesty (1956), Here Lies Our Sovereign Lord (1957), The Three Crowns (1965), The Haunted Sisters (1966), The Queen’s Favorites (1966).

Jean Plaidy, William’s Wife (1993).  Mary, who became Queen during the Glorious Revolution of 1689, tells her own story.

Patricia Veryan, Golden Chronicles, set against the attempt of Bonnie Prince Charlie, Scotch pretender, to claim the English throne:  Practice to Deceive (1985); Journey to Enchantment (1986); The Tyrant (1987); Love Alters Not (1987); Cherished Enemy (1988); Dedicated Villain (1989).

RELIGIOUS CONFLICT and REFORM

*Scott O’Dell, The Hawk That Dare Not Hunt  by Day (1975).  William Tyndale’s secret attempt to translate the Bible into English in the early 1500s.

Hilda Prescott, The Man on a Donkey (1952).   A rebellion in England at the time of Henry VIII to prevent the king from closing the Catholic monasteries.

Judith Merkle Riley, The Master of All Desires (1999).  Intrigue and religious conflict in France in the 1550s.

Cecelia Holland, The Sea-Beggars (1982).  Commercial prosperity and religious violence in the Netherlands in the 1500s.

Norah Lofts, The Old Priory (1963).  Three generations of an English family in the Elizabethan age.

Walter Macken, Seek the Fair Land (1959).  An Irish view of the English Puritan Oliver Cromwell—one that sees him as more oppressive tyrant than zealous reformer.

Mary Lee Settle, Prisons (1973).  Life of sol-diers in Cromwell’s Puritan army.

Norah Lofts, Pargeters (1984).  An English family divided by civil war in the 1640s.

Rosalind Laker, Circle of Pearls (1990).             A Royalist family in Stuart England.

Geraldine Brooks, Year of Wonders (2001).  Life in a plague-afflicted village in England in the 1660s.

Iain Pears, An Instance of the Fingerpost (1998).  Heresy, alchemy, and murder in an English college town in the 1660s.

AGE of DISCOVERY and CONQUEST

Norah Lofts, Crown of Aloes (1974).  Life of Queen Isabella of Spain.

Orson Scott Card, Pastwatch: The Redemption of Christopher Columbus (1996).  Future scientists send time travelers back to alter the results of Columbus’s first voyage.

C. S. Forester, To the Indies (1940).  Columbus’s Third Voyage to New World.

Gary Jennings, Aztec (1980).  Historical novel of the Aztec peoples of central Mexico before and during the Spanish conquest; also Aztec Autumn (1997), a sequel set a generation after  the conquest.

*Scott O’Dell.  The King’s Fifth (1966).  With Coronado in search of golden cities.

*Scott O’Dell.  The Captive (1979); The Feathered Serpent (1981); The Amethyst Ring (1983).  A young Spanish missionary is mistaken for a long-awaited Mayan god.

Jean Plaidy, Daughter of Satan (1952).  English Puritans set out for the New World.

Willa Cather, Shadows on the Rock (1931).  Quebec at the time of Frontenac.

Brian Moore, Black Robe (1985).  Jesuit missionaries among natives in Canada.

AGE of EMPIRE

David Liss, The Coffee Trader (2003).  A tale    of intrigue set among the commodities traders in Amsterdam in the 1650s.

Tracy Chevalier, Girl with a Pearl Earring (1999).  Imaginative recreation of how a Dutch peasant girl came to model for a famous Vermeer painting.

Rosalind Laker, To Dance with Kings (1988).  French peasants in the time of Louis XIV.

Judith Merkle Riley, The Oracle Glass (1994).  A young girl becomes a wildly successful fortune-teller in the France of Louis XIV.
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