Wetlands,area of land covered by water for at least part of the year

Tropical savanna,plain or grassland characterized by much grass and few tress due to a dry season and a wet season

Temperate grasslands,semi-arid interiors of  continents such as North American plains and Russian steppes

Temperate deciduous forest,forest located in regions of extreme seasonal variation causing deciduous trees to drop their leaves 

Permafrost,permanently frozen soil lying a few cm below active and productive soil

Estuary,auatic ecosystem where fresh water mixes with sea water forming a nutrient trap

Hibernating, lying dormant underground during the winter

Drought-resistance,plant adaptation that allows it survive in deserts

Coral reef,limestone islands in the sea built by coral animals

Biome,large regions containing many separate but similar ecosystems due to similar climates

Tundra,biome without trees, covered in shrubs grasses and lichens growing on permafrost

Tropical rainforest,warm wet biome occurring in a belt around the equator

Temperate rainforest,cool humid biome where trees are covered in mosses and lichens and forest floor is covered in ferns 

Taiga,biome dominated by conifers with harsh winters located just south of the arctic circle

Littoral zone,shallow region of water near shore where sunlight reaches the bottom

Estivating,lying dormant underground during the summer

Desert,biome that receives less than 25.4 cm of rain in a year, located about the 30 degree latitudes

Canopy,covering of tall trees in a forest shading region below

Benthic zone,bottom of a body of water inhabited by decomposers and detrivores

Succession,how an ecosystem changes over time before stabilizing

Secondary succession,pattern of change in an area where an ecosystem previously existed leaving behind some soil

Primary succession,pattern of change in an area where no ecosystem previously existed  beginning with no soil

Pioneers,first organisms to colonize a newly available area starting the process of succession

Climax community,final stable community formed at the end of the process of succession

