Insane Combustion Reaction – Do NOT try this at home!
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Engineers tend to be somewhat insane.  This guy is crazier than most.  

George Gobel participated in a campus competition to light a charcoal barbeque the fastest.

He stumbled across the wild idea to use liquid oxygen - the same stuff used as a propellant in NASA rockets!

Cooking with Liquid Oxygen: Here is a short film clip demonstrating the lighting of the grill with 3 gallons of liquid oxygen. He started with 60 lbs of charcoal, and burnt up 40 lbs of it in 3 seconds.  If charcoal is PRESOAKED in LOX first, an explosion will result. One briquette presoaked in LOX is approx equiv to 1 stick of dynamite.

He was so successful – he managed to overload the university computer servers because of all the interest he generated.  Since liquid-oxygen soaked charcoal is more explosive than dynamite, his superiors gave him a choice: immediately take his movie off the university server or lose his job.

Some pictures have still managed to survive… http://web.archive.org/web/20021003203611/ghg.ecn.purdue.edu/~ghg/
Here is a YOUTUBE video thanks to Mr. White:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBLr_XrooLs
Please pay attention to the warning:


DO NOT TRY THIS AT HOME!

