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Themes & Narration in POE
There are several themes that run through Poe’s work.  The following three themes are clear in Poe’s stories “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat”.  Read Poe’s “Black Cat”.  Give quotes from both stories to support the theme.  Include page numbers.
(1) A human being has a perverse, wicked side–another self–that can goad him into doing evil things that have no apparent motive. 
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(2) Fear of discovery can bring about discovery.
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(3) The evil within is worse than the evil without. 
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Narration (Point of View) First-Person Unreliable. The narrator is obviously not fully sane. In both of these short stories, Poe does not name the narrator. A possible explanation for this is that the unnamed narrator becomes every human being, thereby enhancing the universality of the short story. In other words, the narrator represents anyone who has ever acted perversely or impulsively–and then had to pay for his deed.  Offer evidence from both stories that the narration is effectively representing “the dark side of humanity.”

	P#
	The Tell-Tale Heart
	P#
	The Black Cat

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


