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 “The Tell-Tale Heart” 

Project Guide
You must choose one project to complete.   Please select your item with care and be sure to give it considerable effort.  Label your project with the project number and your name.  You may consider completing a second project for extra credit.
	You work for a newspaper as the staff’s artist. One of your coworkers comes to you with a great story on Edgar Allen Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart” and asks you to illustrate it. For this news assignment, you must do the following: 
Choose a memorable scene from the story (example: the murder scene, the confession scene, etc.) and illustrate it in color.

Give an explanation of the picture – what is happening in this scene? Be as specific as possible.
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Finally, you must include two kinds of figurative language, which you come up with on your own, to make your description more interesting (choose two: alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, idiom, and personification) 
#1
	Rewrite, in your best version of Poe’s style, a new conclusion for “The Tell-Tale Heart” that involves a successful escape by the
confessed killer who becomes a fugitive on the run.  

Your sentence structure, vocabulary, figurative language, and horrific tone should meet the approval of the harsh 19th century Baltimore critic, “The Honorable, E.A. Poe”. 

 Also, a “Most Wanted” poster must be prepared to notify the public of the potential danger to them from the criminal and the importance of providing precise details concerning his last known location and appearance.
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#2

	You have created a new horror series for FX.  You need to pitch “The Tell-Tale Heart” series as a new psychological thriller to the network executives.

Explore “The Tell Tale Heart” as a psychological thriller. What human emotions are revealed? (Examples may include fear, sadness, regret, loneliness, obsession, anticipation, and helplessness.) Identify and write words and phrases that portray these emotions. 
Create a powerpoint or several storyboards to show the network that viewers will create a cult following for this new show.  What images and emotions will you evoke from the viewers?  What will the series be about? You are encouraged to use some of Poe's words and phrases in your presentation.
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#3
.
	Both Ambrose Bierce and Edgar Allan Poe wrote stories with what Poe called "consideration of a novel effect … a vivid effect" on the reader as a central goal. One way to accomplish such an effect is by controlling, through the narration, the information available to the reader and the veracity of that information. The narrator of Poe's "Tell Tale Heart" assures us "how healthily—how calmly I can tell you the whole story," a statement later belied by the content and style of the tale. The narration in Bierce's "An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" reveals at the last moment that the action in Part II was not what it seemed. 
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