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· Grab the readers’ attention with your opening sentence.

· “It was the best of times; it was the worst of times”

· “It was a pleasure to burn.”

· Only add information that you MUST have to make your point.  Remain focused.
· Make sure you have an introduction, conclusion, and a clear focus at all times.  Remember the basic essay format (introduction, multiple body paragraphs explaining concepts with clear examples, a strong conclusion).

· Use appropriate transition words such as:  first, however, therefore, next, then, finally.  Don’t forget to use a comma after a transition word or phrase!

· Your introduction and conclusion should answer the PROMPT.  Read it, make sure you are responding to the prompt.  Read it AGAIN!

· Be sure to you have a CENTRAL purpose – one answer to the prompt that you SUPPORT with each paragraph.  Do not add “extra” information – make sure every sentence counts.  KEEP IT ORGANIZED!!!
· ELABORATE – but be very specific in your details, anecdotes, examples, clarifications – be Purposeful!
· Be sure to WRAP UP the essay with a “clincher” at the end.  Re-state – don’t repeat your beginning.

· Use your webbing, graphic organizers – EVERY TIME!
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· Use more than one verb, adjective, and/or  adverb to describe – try for the “Magic 3” that relates to at least three senses (see, hear, touch, smell, taste, feel) 

· [image: image3.wmf]“He saw the cat walk silently, stealthily, subtly through the room.”

· “She went running and screaming out the door.”

· “It was a big, brown, ugly bear.”

· Add figurative language

· “The book hit the floor with a BANG.”

· “It is as hot as fire in here!”
· “My throat is as dry as a desert.”

· “The skeleton-like girl walked alone.”

· Focus on sensory details

· “My grandmother always smelled like cookies and cocoa.”

· “He spoke to me softly, reminding me of May winds whispering about springtime.”

· “It was hot to the touch, hotter than pizza cheese that sticks to the roof of your mouth.”

· EXPAND THE MOMENT

· “I glared at the small, black hands on the clock, silently threatening them to go faster. Meanwhile, “2a-6=x/3” stared back at me from the white paper, not answering itself and not going away.”

· Sentences should have variety

· Mix your subjects, your verb choices, combine sentences, use compound sentences, complex sentences, add descriptive phrases and NO COMMA SPLICES (a compound sentence must have FANBOYS – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)
· [image: image4.wmf]Use your VOICE – add emotional responses, parenthetical remarks, DIALOGUE, interjections – YOUR commentary.
· Use your dictionary 

· “You eat dessert – Camels live in the desert!”

· “I passed the test – Don’t live in the past!”

· “I walked past the girl who passed the test.”

· “Romans lived in the past, but their rules for government were passed down through time.”

· GRAMMAR - CPGS
· Make sure subject and verb agree in number

· “The students and the counselor agree/agrees on the program rules.”
· “The bundle of clothes was/were in the hamper.”

· Watch those pronouns and antecedents!

· “My friend and I went to the movies.  We sat together.”
· Use quotation marks correctly.

· Shakespeare said, “To be or not to be….”

· “Mark,” called Mr. Smith, “did you miss the bus?”
· Use contractions correctly

· “Don’t make mistakes you could’ve answered correctly.”
· Indent your paragraphs but DO NOT SKIP LINES!
