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1. Imagine that the school counselor has asked your class to write a letter to a student who will soon begin middle school. What advice would you give a new middle school student? Be sure to be specific. (2000/8)

2. Former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt said, “. . . You must do the thing you think you cannot do.” Based on your experience, do you think Eleanor Roosevelt is right? Write about a time when you did something you thought you could not do. Be sure to be specific. (2001/8)

3. Imagine that your school will soon be adding something new. What do you think should be added? It may  be a new club, or a new class that you would like to take. It might be before school, during school, or after school. Write to convince your principal that your idea is the one that should be added. Be sure to be specific and explain your reasons. (2002/8)

4. Pictures of Presidents and other famous Americans appear on U. S. coins. Think about someone whom you feel deserves this honor. Write about this person and tell why he/she deserves to be pictured on a coin. (2003/8)

5. Your principal is considering replacing all physical education classes with study skills classes. Write to explain why you agree or disagree with this idea. (2004/8)

6. You have been asked to plan an after-school program for your school.  Thinking about activities that students might enjoy, write about this after-school program. (2005/8)

7. Many important inventions have changed people’s lives.  Discuss the invention you think has made the biggest change in the way people live.  (2005)



8. If you could make a rule that everyone had to follow, what would it be?  Explain why you would make this rule.  (2004)



9. The writer Mark Twain once said, “The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer somebody else up.”  Write about a time when you made yourself feel better by helping someone else.  (2003)



10. What is the most important thing about your generation that you want the older generation to know?  Be sure to tell why it is the most important, and explain your reasons.  (2002)



11. Imagine that you can have a conversation with anyone you choose.  Tell whom you would choose and explain your reasons.  What would you talk about?  (2001)



12. British writer George Eliot has said, “Decide on what you think is right, and stick to it.”  Think about a time in your life when you made a decision or choice about something and it turned out to be a positive one.  Write about what happened.  (2000)
