


Good news!:  The essay and the multiple choice count equally.  Work on your areas of weaknesses before the test.  Use the following sites and the links from the website www.quia.com/pages/fmswrite.html :

http://www.iq.poquoson.org/2005vasol/8wri/8wri05.htm
http://www.iq.poquoson.org/2004vasol/8wri/8wri04v5.html
http://www.iq.poquoson.org/2003vasol/8wri03v5.html
http://www.iq.poquoson.org/8wri02v5.htm
Also, practice those grammar blasts!  http://english-zone.com/index.php?ID=164
And check out internet4classrooms:

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skills_8th_lang.htm#writing
Multiple Choice Questions:

These start with a writing assignment, and then ask questions that go through the stages of the writing process (prewriting questions, drafting questions, revising questions, editing questions).

For editing questions (capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar (CPGS). – these questions always ask how something is “best written”), the answer is never to change more than one thing.  Eliminate any options that make more than one change.

· Underline important words in the questions.  This will help you focus.  
· Cross out any answer choices you know are wrong.  There should be two (2) choices that are definitely wrong and two (2) that might be right.  To pick the BEST – remember it’s now a 50/50 game, narrow it down to the primary two and go back to the text – pick the answer that the text best supports and stick to it!  Don’t skip and highlight the selection that supports your answer. 
· When you’re done, check your work carefully!!!  This does not mean see if your bubbles are all filled in.  Instead reread the questions and your answers.  Then:

· If you’re positive your answer is wrong, change it

· If you’re just doubting yourself, but are not sure it’s wrong, leave it alone!  Your gut instinct is usually right.

· Yes, I know it’s annoying to do this checking, but isn’t it worth it to never have to take this test again?
More on Multiple Choice Questions 

1.  Questions fall into 2 categories:

A. plan, compose, and revise

B. edit for correct use of capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar (CPGS – or “see pigs” – remember to check in this order and do this first!)
 

2.  Read the passage/s carefully.

 

3.  For type A questions, you need to understand the main idea of the essay.  This may be in the form of a thesis (which is usually found in the last sentence of the first paragraph).  Remember that when the question asks you how a sentence or two sentences can best be revised or combined, the answer is usually the shortest, grammatically correct answer.  If it has a mistake in it, it is not the correct answer!

 

4.  For type B questions, there is never more than one error in the underlined section.


First, check for a capitalization error.


Second, check for a punctuation error.


Third, check for a spelling error.


Fourth, check for a usage error (a word used the wrong way).

Finally, if you did not find any of these types of mistakes, choose “As it is.”  
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Five Writing Basics: 

1. For the introduction, write the thesis statement and give some background information.
2. Develop each supporting paragraph and make sure to follow the correct paragraph format.
3. Write clear and simple sentences to express your meaning.
4. Focus on the main idea of your essay.
5. Use a dictionary to help you find additional words to express your meaning. 
             

The Essay 

 A note on addressing the topic of the prompt:

An essay that does not address the topic will receive a score of 0.  Keep in mind that not addressing the topic is not the same as taking the topic in a new direction.  For example, if the prompt was "If you could make a rule that everyone had to follow, what would it be?  Explain why you would make this rule," you could discuss why you think it would be wrong for you to make a rule that others must follow.  This is still addressing the prompt.  If, however, you write an essay about how your tooth aches, you have completely ignored the topic at hand and will receive a zero.  Do not take this risk.  You may not like the prompt, but you still need to write about what it is asking.  If you have to make something up for the sake of having an answer, that's fine.  The readers will never know that you weren't being truthful!

 

Your essay will be scored in 3 domains by 2 readers.  Each domain is worth 0 to 4 points.

 

· Composing—How well does your paper present and maintain a clear theme/idea?  How well is it organized?  Do you elaborate with details/examples?

· Written Expression—Is the voice of the essay uniquely yours?  Do you demonstrate good vocabulary, active verbs, and sentence variety?  

· Usage/Mechanics—Do you use proper capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar (the CPGS thing, again!)?



 

Essay Planning

1.  When planning your essay, focus on saying something important or interesting. In other words, what you say is just as important as how you say it.
 

2.  MINIMUM Pacing suggestions:








Brainstorm for 10 to 15 minutes


Organize for 10 to 15 minutes


Write for 30 to 45 minutes


Revise and edit for 20 minutes (REALLY READ what you wrote – move things, delete, add…)

Rewrite for 30 to 45 minutes (take longer if your handwriting is an issue – print if you print more clearly)

Proofread/edit for 10 to 15 minutes


Total:  2 hours 35 minutes – AT LEAST!  You have ALL DAY – USE IT!
 

3.  Include details!  Elaborate! USE FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE, Sensory images, personal connections, everything!  Show them what you know!
 

4.  Write neatly!

