26 May 2010 
Dear Parents,

This week and next we are planning on watching the movie María Full of Grace in the Spanish III classes. This film is rated R for drug content and language. The following is a description of the movie from the United States Catholic Council of Bishop’s (USCCB) review of the movie:

Arresting drama about a young woman from rural Colombia who becomes a drug “mule” –swallowing pellets of heroin to be smuggled into the United States — in order to support her family. Employing a stark style of realism, writer-director Joshua Marston grafts human drama onto what could have been a conventional crime-thriller premise, resulting in an emotionally affecting film about desperation, determination and hope. 

(For a complete review of the movie, go to http://www.usccb.org/movies/m/mariafullofgrace.shtml)

Watching movies is a valuable exercise that works on students’ comprehension of Spanish as well as allowing the students to put all of the grammatical concepts we have learned over the year into context. (The movie is in Spanish and we will watch it with Spanish subtitles.) Furthermore, this movie has a very positive message and touches on many issues that are salient to Catholic teaching. As the USCCB review of the movie states: 

One can glean lessons from the story’s moral underpinnings, concerning the dignity of the human person and sanctity of the body…At its heart, Maria Full of Grace is a journey tale, one that not only takes its protagonist from South America to New York, but from youthful irresponsibility to sober maturity.
Please sign and return the form below by Thursday, May 27.   No student will be allowed to see the film without your written consent.

Sincerely,

John Fuja



______ I do give my permission for my son/daughter to see the film, María Full of Grace.

______ I prefer that my son/daughter does not see the film, María Full of Grace.

Parent Signature  ______________________________________________________
