Chapter 2  

Notes 2.1

Computers vary widely in size, speed and ability.

1. personal computers

2. mainframes

3. dedicated computers

4. embedded computers

Personal Computers are used by one person at a time.

  The largest personal computers or PC’s can fit on a desktop. 

 Large and middle-sized businesses use PC’s in client-server networks.  

A network consists of a group of computers connected by telephone lines or other communication cables.  

In a client-server network, a powerful central computer distributes information to a number of PC’s. 

The central computer is called the server.  

The PC’s are the clients but are usually referred to as workstations.

· LAN- Local Area Network
· Links together computers within a building

· WAN- Wide Area Network
· Links together computers over a larger area.  It includes networks that are outside of one building such as Telephone, Satellite, and WiFi Networks.  The World Wide Web is a WAN.
Small portable PC’s are popular with people who often work away from their desks.  

The portables include laptops, notebooks, or palmtops.  

Portable means able to be carried.

