Notes 2.2 Mainframe Computers

· Mainframe computers are the fastest computers and use the largest storage systems. 

· They can solve more complex problems and handle more information than any other category of computer.  

· They are the largest computers and are housed in several large cabinets.

· Some can be as large as a room and cost millions of dollars.

· Hundreds of people may be logged on a large mainframe at the same time. Such users are said to be time-sharing.

· Mainframes perform many tasks at one time.

· The fastest mainframes are supercomputers.  These machines are used for major projects such as aircraft design, weather systems, and medical experiments.

· Most supercomputer users are scientists and engineers at large businesses, such as Lockheed, or government installations such as the FBI or the IRS.

