Notes 3.1 Input Devices

A computer is made up of many components or parts.  There are five main types of components:

1. Input Devices

2. Memory Chips

3. Processing Devices

4. Storage Devices

5. Output Devices

Input is the first step in the operation of a computer. It is the information entered or put into a computer for processing. 

Input devices send information and instructions to the computer.

 Some input devices are hand-operated, but others work automatically once they are turned on.

1. Keyboards are the main input devices.

A. Sholes or QWERTY is the most common type of keyboard.

B. On the keyboard, Control keys or command keys provide shortcuts for entering commands.

C. Function keys (F1, F2, and F3…) command the computer to do specific tasks.

D. Directional keys (arrows) help move the cursor.

E. Numeric keypad is for entering large amounts of numbers or doing math.

2. Mouse is a palm-sized device that the operator moves on a flat surface.

A. To move the insertion point.

B. Give commands to the computer by clicking right or left buttons.

3.Trackball is used instead of a mouse on a laptop or notebook computer. It has the same functions as the mouse.

4.A Light Pen enables the user to write words or draw pictures directly into a computer.

5. A Touch Screen enables the user to select options directly on the screen using pen based computers or a finger.

6. A Modem communicates with other computers over telephone lines. Most are built in to modern computers.

7. A Scanner is a peripheral unit that uses light and devices that sense light to digitize photographs and other illustrations. A laser device that reads bar codes at stores is also a scanner.

8. A Microphone translates sound into electric current, which the computer digitizes. 

9. A Voice Activator uses a microphone and digitizer to help a computer recognize spoken words.  Also known as Voice Activation Software. 

The disabled use these devices.

