Notes 3.2  Memory Chip

Memory chips, no bigger than a fingernail, hold data and instructions inside the computer.

There are two basic kinds of memory chips:

I. ROM-Read Only Memory

A. holds its memory even when computer is turned off

B. computer user cannot change what is programmed on the ROM chip

C. holds instructions that a computer runs repeatedly every time you turn it on.

II. RAM-Random Access Memory

A. Holds its memory as long as power is on

B. User can change its memory

C. Sometimes called main memory or internal memory

D. Receives info from:

i. Microprocessor

ii. Input devices

iii. Storage devices

      E.  stores only the info currently needed by microprocessor

