Grammar Notes: VERBS

A Verb…


…shows physical or mental action, or expresses state of being.

2 TYPES OF VERBS

Action Verbs


…show mental or physical action


…involve a body part

Examples:


The owls hooted all night (body part: owls’ mouths/voices)


Gloria played with the children (body part: her body as it actively played)


We studied our history today. (body part: brain)

Linking Verbs


…typically are some form of the verb “to be”; express a state of being


…link the subject of the sentence to a describing word in the predicate of the sentence.


…does NOT involve a body part

Examples:


I am a photographer. (form of “to be” = “am”; links “I” to “photographer”)


Those berries were delicious.  (form of “to be” = “were”; links “berries” to “delicious”)

ALERT!  ALERT!  ALERT!


Some verbs can be used as either linking or action; remember to always ask yourself, “Is a body part involved?”  If the answer is yes, then it’s being used as an action verb.

These verbs are:


Taste

look

grow

feel

appear


Remain
smell

become
stay

seem


sound

Examples:


Amy looked through the telescope. (body part = eyes, so “looked” is action)


Amy looked pale this morning. (body part = none; so “looked” is linking, and links “Amy” to “pale”)


We all felt excited this morning! (body part = none; so “felt” is linking, and it links “We” to “excited”)


We all felt the rough tree bark. (body part = fingers & hands, so “felt” is action)


I smelled the beautiful rose. (body part = nose, so “smelled” is action)


I smelled badly after the skunk sprayed me.  (body part = none, so “smelled” is linking, and links “I” to “badly”)

