Grammar Notes

THE VERB

What is a verb?

*A verb is necessary for a sentence to be complete.

* A verb expresses either ACTION or a STATE OF BEING

Action verb examples:



Johnny dances with an acting troup.



Evelyn eats pizza all day long.



Candace smiles beautifully.



Henry thinks problems through very carefully.

Action verbs simply express a physical or mental action.


State of Being verbs---also called LINKING VERBS--examples:



Philip is very smart.



Sandoval was ill yesterday.



She will be President one day.



The flower smells sweet.

State of Being verbs are usually some form of the verb “to be.”  They are also called LINKING VERBS because they link the subject of the sentence to a describing word in the predicate.

I am a photographer.  “am” links “I” to “photographer”

He has been sick.   “has been” links “he” to “sick”

The berries were delicious.  “were” links “berries” to “delicious”

Some verbs may be either Linking or Action, depending on how they are used.  HINT: if a body part is being used, then it’s an action verb!

Examples:

The young mother appeared tired.  (appeared is linking, because it links “mother” to “tired”)

The young wizard suddenly appeared in the courtyard.  (appeared is action, because it’s referring to a physical thing which happened)

The corn smells fresh.  (smells is linking, because it links “corn” to “fresh”)

She smells the roses while she gardens.  (smells is an action, because she is using her nose to do it)

Those potatoes tasted awful!  (tasted is linking, because it links “potatoes” to “awful”)

Those people tasted the food carefully.  (tasted is action, because the people used their mouths to do it)

Verbs to look out for: These verbs can be used either as Linking or Action verbs, so be on the look-out for them!

Taste

look

grow

feel

appear

remain

Smell

become
stay

sound

seem

HELPING VERBS

Helping Verbs help the main verb express the action or link.

Examples:


He will be seen as scary on Halloween night!


NASA can launch the shuttle tomorrow.


Your chores should have been done an hour ago!


Autumn may bring cooler weather.


Jakkin had been running in Dark After before Akki found him.

