Guidelines and Procedures for Physics 

This copy should remain in the front of the student notebook for Physics.

Welcome to Physics.  Physics is the most fundamental of all the sciences, however it can also very challenging at times.  Physics is the study of forces, energy and motion…and therefore, is the basis for chemistry (and then chemistry is the basis of biology). Parents can help their child be successful in physics by reviewing the syllabus, helping the student stay caught up with daily assignments, and encouraging them to come and ask questions (I love to get good questions) when they do not understand something.   I look forward to a GREAT year.

Instructor Information:
Kim White                              
Conference Period:  4th and 8th blocks
(817) 949-5878                     
Physics – Room 308
whiteki@cisdmail.com          
Tutorials:  7:30 – 7:45 am B days and 3:00 – 4:00 A days or by appointment
Please refer to my class website for updated syllabus and calendar information as well as study tips, notes, project information, and links to interesting sites about physics  http://www.quia.com/pages/dragonphysics.html  
Required Supplies

The following materials should be obtained as soon as possible:


Highlighter            3-ring binder (at least 1 ½”) and dividers           dry erase marker in blue, green or black

blue or black pen               pencil
                                                     scientific calculator  
STUDENTS MUST HAVE A Scientific Calculator (graphing calculator preferred).   THE MATH DEPT. HAS A FEW TO CHECKOUT TO STUDENTS.  THEY MUST HAVE THESE IMMEDIATELY.  I HAVE NONE TO LOAN.

Grading Scale

Breakdown for grades:  60% tests and major projects, 

                                       40% quizzes, labs, classwork 

Absences

It is very important that you be present in class every day.  Each day builds on the previous day’s lesson and excessive absences can be harmful to your average.  Assignments made the day you were absent will be accepted NO LATER THAN one class day for each day you were absent.  It is entirely YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out about your missed work and to make sure that you turn it in before the deadline.  I will not remind a student to turn in work assigned or to take tests and quizzes missed during absences – the student must make sure that I receive it.

Procedures for Obtaining Absentee Assignments
A general syllabus will be provided for the semester.  It will list the class activities.  Homework and classwork is described each day in the small 3-ring binder next to the hanging files (containing any missed handouts) in the classroom.  It is your responsibility to pick up work prior to an absence if the absence is planned or school related.  If you are sick you should pick up the make-up work and assignments as soon as you return.

Procedures for Turning in Work After an Absence

Any assignments made prior to absences are due IMMEDIATELY on return to class.  If a quiz or test was announced prior to the absence, the student will be expected to take it immediately upon their return to school.  Extenuating circumstances may be considered if discussed with me in a timely fashion.  

Late Work

There is no late work.  Question:  Can I turn it in tomorrow for a few points off?  Answer:  NO, and you will not be allowed to go to your locker to obtain your work, so come prepared.

Cheating Policy

Cheating will not be tolerated in my classroom.  Anyone who participates in cheating on a test, quiz, project, or other assignment, will receive a zero for that grade (no opportunity for retaking) and a referral to the office.

*Copying a lab-partner or classmates work is cheating.  If I see this happen, both papers will be taken up and given zeros.

Retest Policy

If you should happen to fail a major test (not lab, project, quiz, homework, etc.) you may request the opportunity to retake the test for a maximum grade of a 70.  Re-tests must be scheduled and within one week of receiving the test grade. ONLY TWO RE-TESTS MAY BE TAKEN EACH SEMESTER.

Lab Safety

Physics is a lab-based science.  This means that we could be working in the lab area with chemicals and other potentially dangerous materials.  Goggles will be worn any time we use chemicals, fire, and gas.  If you need to take your goggles off for any reason, move out of the lab area before removing them.  Lab safety rules will be outlined in more detail on a separate sheet, but, in general, anyone who is directly violating one or more of the safety rules or who is acting inappropriately for a lab setting will be asked to leave the lab and work on an alternative assignment.  If you are removed from lab for inappropriate behavior, you will receive a zero for that lab.  The safety of the entire class will not be jeopardized.
NO PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES ARE ALLOWED IN MY CLASSROOM (except calculators).  I will confiscate any such devices that I see or hear and they will not be returned until the student collects it from the office. 

Other Rules & Procedures

1. Respect yourself, the teacher, all others, and school property.

2. No sitting on the top of desks or lab tables…Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.

3. Do your own work (including homework, quizzes and tests).

4. Bring your textbook, paper, pen or pencil, and calculator with you to class. 

5. No activity which disrupts learning will be tolerated.

6. Water bottles and snack food are permitted as long as I can’t smell it.  Anything else, please finish before class.
7. Make sure your work area and surroundings are clean before leaving class.

8. Follow all policies outlined in the student handbook and code of conduct.

Violations of these rules or other unacceptable behavior may result in reduced conduct grades, after class detention, parent contact, and/or office referral.  
Dishonesty (including cheating) will result in an automatic “U” in conduct for the 6-weeks grading period and parent contact.
Conferences

My conference time is 1:51pm – 3:21pm on A and B days.  If parents wish to confer with me, the most efficient method would be through email.  However, if it is more comfortable speaking by phone, please feel free to call.  Both the email and phone numbers are written below.  I will return your calls as soon as possible.  

Every three weeks I send a progress report home for every student.  This is the main method that I use to communicate with parents.

I am looking forward to an exciting year of discovery in physics.  Thank you,







Kim White






(817) 949-5878
Room 308  






whiteki@cisdmail.com


Guidelines and Procedures for Physics - return this form to Ms. White
I have read and understand the Guidelines and Procedures as outlined by Ms. Lowry and agree to follow these guidelines and procedures.

__________________________________________________

_____________

Student’s Signature







Date

As a parent, I have read and understand the Guidelines and Procedures as outlined by Ms. Lowry and agree to discuss these guidelines and procedures with my child.  I am aware that Ms. Lowry will send a progress report home every 3 weeks.  If I do not receive the copy I will check with my child and call or email Ms. Lowry.  I also understand that this plan will have its greatest effect if Ms. Lowry and I work together for the success of my child.

__________________________________________________

_____________

Parent’s Signature







Date

If you have an email and will allow me to send you information concerning your child’s behavior in the classroom and/or grade, please sign below and print your email address.  Thank you.  

__________________________________________________

_____________

Parent’s Signature







Date

______________________________________

e-mail address (please print)

