                                    Tenth Grade English Weekly Vocabulary Lists


(bold printed words for all tenth grade classes)


(italicized words for honors classes only) 


Week 1

abode: home, dwelling

badger: to pester, to harass

elicit: to bring about, evoke, draw forth

glib: smooth talking, insincere, superficial

incredible: hard to believe, unbelievable

pliant: easy to mold or shape, bendable

succumb: to yield, to give in, to surrender

uncouth: unpolished or awkward, without manners

wither: to shrivel up or dry up, to destroy

odious: disgusting, repulsive

Week 2

phenomenon: fact or event, uncommon happening

transpire: to happen or occur

vigilance: watchfulness, alertness

languish: to become weak, depressed, or neglected 

fleeting: momentary, passing quickly, temporary

esteem: person’s worth or value, regard as worth

err: to make a mistake or error

domestic: related to the home or home life

bustle: to move briskly and busily

assert: to declare, to state positively

Week 3

prototype: original model, typical example

reconcile: settle differences, restore relationships,

                 to accept or resign oneself to

mundane: ordinary, common, everyday

incantation: magic spell usually chanted or sung

exultant: overjoyed, triumphant

giddy: dizzy, foolishly silly

concede: to reluctantly agree or acknowledge

accost: to approach and confront

tempest: powerful wind or storm

superfluous: unneeded, extra, extravagant

Week 4

refrain: to restrain oneself, chorus of a song

oppressive: unbearable, smothering, tyrannical

perilous: dangerous, put at risk

spunk: enthusiasm, courage, drive to succeed

morose: brooding, sullen, melancholy

intuition: insight, hunch, knowledge by instinct

assuage: to ease, soothe, satisfy

beseech: to request, plea, beg

adversity: difficulty, misfortune, disastrous event

consecrate: to declare as holy or sacred

Week 5

melancholy: depressed, pensive, depression, reflection

evade: to avoid or dodge, to slip away from

discourse: conversation, speech or lecture

awe: wonderment, fearful admiration

beacon: source of light or inspiration, warning signal

grievous: difficult to bear, filled with grief

infatuation: foolish passion,  a crush

procure: to acquire, to get,  to obtain

windfall: unexpected good fortune or gain

traverse: to move across, to zig zag, 

               route across, act of crossing

Week 6

seedy: shabby, run down, cheap, full of seeds

ordain: to issue an order or decree, to install  person in office,

            to invest a person with authority

jostle: to shove one’s way through,  to vie for better position

memento: souvenir, reminder of a past event

incur: to take on a burden such as debt or damage

emancipate: to free, to release from bondage or restraints

depict: to describe clearly, to portray

arduous: strenuous, difficult, filled with adversity

bequeath: to give to another as in a will, to pass down

fortitude: courage, strength of mind or spirit,  staying power

Week 7

espouse: to support, advocate, to marry, to give in marriage to

foliage: green vegetation, green leaves

opaque: impenetrable by light, not reflecting light

reel: spin out of control, stagger

interval: interruption of a sequence

prelude: introduction, event preceding more important one

intrepid: recklessly bold

haughty: snobbish

skitter: skip, glid or move lightly across a surface

ardor: warmth of emotion, passion or desire, enthusiasm

Week 8
pinnacle: highest point,  pivotal moment, climax

charisma: charm, magnetism

fluctuate: to rise and fall, not stay the same

infinite: unlimited, without limits

verity: quality of honesty, truthfulness

legitimate: reasonable, legal, lawful

aversion: a distaste for

discretion: use of good judgement

obscurity: state of being indisticnt or hidden

quietude: serenity, peacefulness

Week 9

seethe: churn or foam, to be agitated, to come to a boil
laudible: worthy of praise

acute: sharp, severe, keenly perceptive

instigate: to urge on, to cause, to stir up

hallow: to consecrate, to honor as holy

disparage: to belittle, to put down

stout: resolute, strong and sturdy, thickset, stubborn

gargantuan: huge, of great size

wayfarer: one who travels by foot, nomad

rouse: to waken, to wake up, to excite,  startle, become active

Week 10

reminiscence: act of recalling or retelling, a memory

commensurate: proportionate, of same size, extent, or duration

triffle: thing of little value or importance a small amount, to            

          toy with, treat as if unimportant

marginal: in the margin, barely within acceptable standards

ignominous: shameful, disgraceful, dishonorable

populace: a population, the commoners, the masses

sullen: gloomy, morose, sulky

pretense: act of pretending, a deception, a false excuse

adjoin: to be next to, to attach or unite (to)

enmity: hatred, resentfulness

Week 11

surreptitious: secretive, stealthy

ephemeral: short lived, temporary

facility: ease, a trained skill

pungent: sharp, biting

aerial: related to air

steadfast: unyielding, unchanging, steady, firm, loyal

inkling: hint, clue, vague idea

chasm: deep crack, gorge, gap, discontinuity, seperation

repast: a meal, something eaten as a meal

incertitude: doubt, uncertainty

Week 12

privation: state of living in poverty

flank: side of anything (usually military formation or animal)

incredulous: disbelieving, skeptical

communal: pertaining to people of a community or commune  
hysterical: irrationally fearful or emotional

hinder: to prevent, to obstruct, to block

mosque: Muslem place of worship

dismiss: discharge from employment, let go, rid from mind

beguile: to deceive, cheat (out of) to divert attention from

ambivalent: having contrasting feelings at same time 

Week 13

agile: quick and graceful, nimble

apparition: ghost, an unusual or unexplainable sight

composure: poise, quiet calm self confidence

endure: persist without giving in, put up with, tolerate

fervid: emotionally very warm, passionate

humdrum: dull, boring, routine

inculcate: to instruct or teach, to instill ideas

liken: to compare, to find similarities between

pomposity: self-importance, grandiose behavior

saunter: to stroll aimlessly
Week 14

wallow: to roll around in,  to be supplied with ample luxury

vehicle: an object which carries or transports, or achieves goal

ultimately: finally, conclusively, in the end

sustain: to support,  to hold up,  to keep something going

reverie: daydream,  state of being lost in thought

speculate: to ponder, to gamble at high stake investments

refute: to argue against, to disprove

pronounced: noticeable, obvious,  spoken clearly

magnitude: greatness of size, scope, or dimension 

pallid: pale in color, lacking spirit or liveliness

Week15

admonish: to warn, to caution, to mildly scold

anarchy: absence of government, lawlessness, disorder

brood: to worry, to ponder with anxiety

compunction: sense of remorse, misgiving or regret

dilate: to enlarge or widen, to increase size of opening

entrance: to charm, delight, or spellbound,  access point

forlorn: lonely or sad, abandoned

infuse: to fill, to instill, to soak through, to inculcate

motive: reason for action, motive

jest: prank or gag,  to tease or make fun of

Week 16

vacuum: empty space, state of emptiness

tumult: confusion, agitation, commotion of a crowd

underlying: basic, fundamental, implicit,  lying underneath

slander: damaging remarks or accusations, to gossip

valor: bravery (usually in battle)

shatter: to break into pieces with single blow, to destroy

reign: period of rule, to hold royal power, to hold office

misgiving: sense of doubt, fear, or remorse

Medieval: pertaining to the Middle Ages, outdated

perseverance: endurance, ability to not quit despite hardship

Week 17

haggard: weary, gaunt, pale in appearance

hostility: anger, antagonism, resentfulness

embed: to penetrate object with other object to be part of it

destitute: condition of extreme poverty, without means to live

potential: possible, capable of being developed, 

                 one’s possible value or worth

methodical: systematic, careful, orderly

excavate: to dig or scoop out, to unearth

chivalry: the honor, manners, and bravery of Knights

benediction: blessing (especially at end of church service)

autumnal: related to maturity or later years in life 

Week 18

abrupt: sudden, unexpected

audible: capable of being heard

beholder: one who observes, a spectator

contrary: decidedly different, opposite

forestall: to prevent ahead of time, “nip in the bud”

innovator: person who new ideas of changes,  inventor

malleable: flexible, capable of being molded or shaped

procrastinate: to put off habitually, to delay

prudent: careful, wise, showing good judgment

summit: the peak or highest point

Week 19

skittish: nervous, excitable, jumpy

status quo: conditions as they are at present

proliferation: rapid reproduction or increase in numbers

pioneer: to lead way to new areas, one who leads way

momentous: very significant in regard to an event

impassive: unmoved by emotion, apathetic

indisposed: mildly ill, disabled in some way

prodigy: one who has an exceptional talent

innumerable: in quantities too large to count

gale: strong wind, outburst of laughter

Week 20

ineffectual: ineffective, not productive, inefficient

indifferent: dispassionate, apathetic, without preference

laughingstock: the butt of scorn or ridicule

objection: a reason for opposition

quiver: to tremble or shake

gallant: noble, brave, self-sacrificing

catastrophe: disaster (natural or otherwise), calamity

confer: to hold conference, to give an award, honor, or degree

assuage: to ease or soothe suffering, to satisfy a need

abundant: plentiful, richly supplied

Week 21

upstage: to “steal the show”  from, to treat snobbishly

verdure: greenery, the green color of plants

slaver: saliva dripping from mouth, to drool or slobber

substantial: considerable, plentiful, ample

relish: enjoyment, zest, satisfaction, to savor or enjoy

mute: unable or unwilling  to speak, one who doesn’t speak

proponent: a supporter of some theory or cause

pervade: to spread throughout,  to diffuse through

inhabit: to live in, to dwell in

gape: to open one’s mouth widely (usually in surprise)  

Week 22

wretch: miserable person, evil person

vitality: vigor or energy, capacity to grow and thrive

pedantry: formal and unimaginative way to teach or learn

marital: related to marriage

tedious: tiresome, boring because always the same

straddle: move astride of, to be on both sides of an issue

sodden: soaked through, heavy with moisture

peculiar: unique, singular, or strange

manacles: handcuffs, chains or shackles, to chain someone up

portable: capable of being carried or moved

Week 23

acknowledge: to admit or recognize, to take notice of

arraign: to bring to trial, to accuse of a crime

base: lowly, degrading, vile

bona fide: sincere, genuine, authentic

configuration: shape or form, arrangement of separate parts

decry: to belittle, to criticize, to censure

dupe: fool, victim of prank or a power, to trick or fool 

exile: to force to leave country, condition of being exiled,

         one who has been exiled

garret: attic, loft,  room just under the roof

incandescent: glowing with light, radiant, brightly shinning

Week 24

submission: state of having surrendered or resigned oneself

render: to make or cause, to give or deliver

utmost: greatest or highest, greatest degree or limit

shun: to ignore or avoid, to turn one’s back on

vicinity: surrounding area or neighborhood, locale

tarnish: remove shine, become dull or discolored, taint

oppressive: unbearable, smothering, tyrannical

phosphorescent: glowing, luminous

random: without pattern or order, any side equally probable

irksome: irritating, bothersome

Week 25

intently: with concentration, in a determined manner

delinquency: illegal or antisocial behavior, delay of payment 

convulsive: fitful, prone to uncontrollable muscle spasms

carnivorous: flesh or meat eating

endear: to cause someone to like you, to win one’s heart

inanimate: without self-motion or spirit, lifeless

loiter: stand around or loaf, lag behind in a group

keepsake: memento, something kept and treasured

lapse: interruption, interval of time, to subside gradually

masochistic: given to deriving pleasure from pain or abuse

