JOHN S. BATTLE HIGH SCHOOL 

2011-2012 COURSE SYLLABUS 

Subject
    English 11 (Block)
Teacher
    Dr. William Phelps

Classroom

    Room 214

Mailing Address
    John S. Battle High School, 21264 Battle Hill Drive, Bristol, Virginia 24202

Telephone Number
    (276) 642-5334

E-Mail Address
    bphelps@wcs.k12.va.us

Web Page

     To reach the class Web page, go to www.wcs.k12.va.us, scroll down to secondary 

     resources, click on John Battle High School teacher Web pages, select William 

     Phelps, and click on English 11 (Block). The Web page contains contact information; 
     course description; syllabus; Pacing Guide; daily lesson plans, which include     

     objectives, resources, assignments, and assessments; calendar; additional learning 
     activities; and useful links.     

Planning Period
    Period 3 (10:43 a.m. to 11:55 a.m.)

Primary Course Objectives
    First Four and One-Half Weeks 
       SOL 11.7 We will edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, 

       spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing.  

       SOL 11.1 We will construct and present an introductory speech.   
       SOL 11.3, 11.4, and 11.5 We will read and analyze relationships among American    

       literature, history, and culture.   

       SOL 11.3, 11.4, and 11.5 We will identify the meaning of literary terms.
       SOL 11.7 We will recognize verbals and verbal phrases.

       SOL 11.4 We will read and critique a variety of dramatic selections.

       SOL 11.6 and 11.7 We will utilize an understanding of essay forms, editing, 

       purpose, and audience to construct a persuasive essay.        
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    Second Four and One-Half Weeks
       SOL 11.7 We will edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, 

        spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing.        

        SOL 11.3, 11.4, and 11.5 We will read and analyze relationships among American 
        literature, history, and culture.

        SOL 11.3, 11.4, and 11.5 We will identify the meaning of literary terms. 
        SOL 11.4 We will identify the meaning of poetry elements.

        SOL 11.3 and 11.4 We will read and analyze a novel.

        SOL 11.6 and 11.7 We will utilize an understanding of essay forms, editing,   

        purpose, and audience to construct an essay.     
    Third Four and One-Half Weeks
        SOL 11.3 We will identify the spelling, pronunciation, part of speech, meaning, and 

        use in a sentence of vocabulary words.

        SOL 11.3, 11.4, and 11.5 We will read and analyze relationships among American 
        literature, history, and culture.        

        SOL 11.3, 11.4, and 11.5 We will identify the meaning of literary terms.
        SOL 11.3, 11.4, 11.5, and 11.8 We will review for the Standards of Learning 
        Reading, Literature, and Research Test.

        SOL 11.6 We will write correspondence to an acceptable standard.
        SOL 11.3 and 11.4 We will read and analyze a novel. 

        SOL 11.6 and 11.7 We will utilize an understanding of essay forms, editing, 

        purpose, and audience to construct an essay. 
    Fourth Four and One-Half Weeks      

        SOL 11.3 We will identify the spelling, pronunciation, part of speech, meaning, and 

        use in a sentence of vocabulary words.
        SOL 11.3, 11.4, and 11.8 We will review for and complete the Standards of 

        Learning Reading, Literature, and Research Test.

        SOL 11.3, 11.4, and 11.5 We will read and analyze relationships among American 

        literature, history, and culture.

        SOL 11.3, 11.4, and11.5 We will identify the meaning of literary terms.

        SOL 11.5 We will read and analyze informational material.

        SOL 11.4 We will read and analyze poetry. 
        SOL 11.6, 11.7, and 11.8 We will construct a research product.     

        SOL 11.1 and 11.2 We will construct and present a speech to inform.      
        SOL 11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 11.4, 11.5, 11.6, 11.7, and 11.8 We will review for and 
        complete the final examination.

Required Classroom Materials
    Textbook 

    Notebook (A three-ring binder is preferred.)

    White loose-leaf paper

    Blue or black ink pen

    Pencil
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Assessment 

     1. The nine weeks grade will be based upon major grades, which can count as one or     

         more grades, and a daily average, the average of homework and various class    

         activities. The grading scale is as follows:  

         93-100   A

         85-  92   B

         77- 84    C

         70- 76    D

           0- 69    F

     2. In averaging grades, the following numerical scale will be used for work with a   

         letter grade:

         98-100   A+

         95-  97   A

         93-  94   A-

         90-  92   B+

         87-  89   B

         85-  86   B-

         82-  84   C+

         79-  81   C

         77-  78   C-

         74-  76   D+

         72-  73   D

         70-  71   D-

         47-  69   F+

         23-  46   F

           0-  22   F-

     3. Report cards will be distributed each nine weeks. Progress reports will be sent to 

         parents at the midpoint of each nine weeks.

     4. A final examination will be given at the end of the course. This examination 

         will count as 20 percent of the final grade.
Standards of Learning 

     English 11 (Block) is a Standards of Learning verified credit class, meaning that 
     an end-of-course Standards of Learning Test is required. The Standards of Learning   

     Reading, Literature, and Research Test is given near the end of the course. If 
     Standards of Learning scores are received by the school division prior to 
     administering the exam, students may exempt the final examination for English 11 if 
     they meet certain requirements. They must have maintained a 95 percent or higher 
     attendance record in the class requesting exemption during the present school year. 
     This applies up until the day scheduled for the examination. They must have a good 
     discipline record with no out-of-school suspensions. Students must also have passed 
     the English Standards of Learning Test. 
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Homework Policy
     Students will have homework on most days. Homework will usually count as a part of   

     the daily grade.

Classroom Policies 

     1. Be in the classroom before the tardy bell stops ringing. Students may have two 

         unexcused tardies to class. Beginning with the third unexcused tardy, disciplinary 
         referral procedures will be followed for each unexcused tardy.  

     2. Bring to class the following: textbook, notebook (three-ring binder is preferred), 

         white loose-leaf paper, blue or black ink pen, and pencil. Be certain that your name  

         is in your textbooks. The title page of your notebook should contain the following: 

         subject, student's name, school, and school year. The following information should 

         be placed in the upper right-hand corner of the first page of all assignments except 

         essays: student’s last name and first name, class, period, and date. The student’s last 

         name should be written in the upper-right hand corner of all pages after the first 

         page. The following information should be placed in the upper left-hand corner of 
         the first page of essays: student's first and last name, teacher, class, and date (day, 
         month, and year). The student's last name and page number should be placed in the 

         upper right-hand corner of all pages after the first page of essays. 
     3. Be familiar with all emergency procedures. The fire drill procedure for Room 214 is      

         leave the room; go down the steps away from the wall; turn left at the foot of the    

         steps; leave by the left door, Exit 1; and go to the far side of the front parking lot.

         For a tornado, hurricane, or severe thunderstorm, students are to leave the room. 
         They are to sit down along the wall outside of the classroom and away from 
         windows and doors. Students are to place their heads between their knees with their 
         hands if a tornado is imminent. 

     4. Do not bring food or drinks in class.
     5. Take proper care of the classroom and all materials, furniture, and equipment. Do   

          not mark on desks or put your feet on desks. Do not adjust blinds. Do not keep    

          materials in the aisles. Remove all materials from your desk before leaving class.

     6. Face the front of the classroom. Do not talk without permission. Raise your hand  

         when you have a question or comment. Be respectful of others. Do not interrupt 
         when someone else is speaking and do not disrupt class activities. Use appropriate 
         language at all times. Do not throw items across the room. Do not attempt to sleep 
         in class and do not pass notes.

     7. Do not leave your seat, throw away paper, or use the pencil sharpener when 

         someone is speaking.   
     8. Be prepared to stay in class the entire period unless there is a special situation or 

         emergency. No student will be allowed to leave class without having a hall pass.

Disciplinary Referral Procedures

     The following procedures will be used for disciplinary matters:

     a. Warning

     b. Warning
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     c. Conference with student
     d. Parent contact

     e. Referral to office  

     Certain situations will result in an immediate disciplinary referral to the office.

Make Up Work Policy and Procedures 

     Students who have been absent must make up all work they have missed, regardless of 

     the reason for the absence. Students are responsible for finding out from the class Web 

     page prior to returning to school or from the teacher when they return to school what 

     work they have missed. When students return to school, arrangements will be made 

     about the time for making up the work. Work that must be completed at school will be 

     done before or after school or during study hall. Students are not allowed to miss 

     additional class time to make up work. Students have two school days to make up 

     work if they have been absent two or fewer consecutive days. After two consecutive 

     days of absences, they have one additional school day to make up work for each   

     additional day's absence. Failure to complete make up work within the allotted time 

     will result in a lower grade.

Late Work Policy
     Late work, work that is not caused by an absence or some extenuating circumstance, 

     will only be accepted during the nine weeks grading period when the work was 

     assigned. The grade for late work will be lowered five points for each day that it is 

     late.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COURSE SYLLABUS SIGNATURE FORM


I have read the 2011-2012 course syllabus for English 11 (Block).

Student signature _________________________________________________________

Date ___________________________________________________________________

Parent or guardian signature ________________________________________________

Date ___________________________________________________________________

After signing this form, please return it to Dr. Phelps. Thank you.

