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Mythology Study Guide
Gods & Goddesses: Their Lovers, Children, etc.

Lovers of Zeus:

Io- Zeus turned this princess into a cow to disguise her from Hera; Hera saw right
through the ruse, and made Zeus give her the cow; she had the hundred eyed monster
Argus guard the cow (until he was killed by Hermes & transformed into a peacock); Hera
later tortured the cow with a gadfly

Leda- wife of Greek king Tyndareus; Zeus came to her in the form a swan; mother of
Helen (born from egg) and Pollux by Zeus; mother of Castor & Clytemnestra by hubby
Semele-mother of Dionysus; asked to see Zeus in all his glory & was incinerated; Zeus
kept baby Dionysus in his thigh for the remainder of the gestation; Dionysus was raised
by Semele’s sister Ino

Aegina- after Zeus raped this princess (daughter of King Asopus), Sisyphus tattled on
him to Hera and was condemned to death...you should remember the rest of his tale
Danae- mother of Perseus; Zeus came to her as a golden shower

Leto/Latona- mother of Apollo and Artemis

Maia — daughter of Atlas and mother of Hermes; she raised him on Mt. Cylene
Ganymede- Zeus formed an attachment to this handsome youth and kidnapped him in the
form of a bird of prey & took him back to Mt. Olympus to serve as cupbearer to the gods
Mnemosyne- her name means Memory; she was mother of the 9 muses

Metis — mother of Athena; Zeus swallowed her in the form of a fly and Athena developed
in Zeus’s head

Lovers of Artemis:

Acteon- hunter who watched Artemis bathe; she punished him by turning him into a stag
and allowing him to be ripped apart by his own hunting dogs

Orion- hunter whose first love was a nymph named Merope; her father would not allow
them to marry & blinded Orion; Apollo healed him & they became friends until Orion &
Artemis became an item & Apollo got jealous. Apollo either sent a giant scorpion to kill
him or tricked Artemis herself into killing him

People Punished by Artemis:

Admetus- forgot to offer thanks to Artemis on his wedding night and found his bridal bed
full of snakes

Oeneus- king who forgot of offer her thanks when collecting his harvest; she sent a wild
boar to destroy his crops & lands

Niobe- Artemis took part in the killing of her and her 12 children

Agamemnon- killed a deer sacred to her while hunting; Artemis cursed his fleet with no
wind to set sail to Troy; the only way to change this was to sacrifice his daughter
Iphegenia

Otus & Ephilites- giants who try to pile up mountains to Olympus; they were punished
for this, and because they tried to rape Artemis; she sent a deer to run between them, and
when each tried to shoot it, they shot and killed each other instead




Lovers of Apello:

Daphne- nymph who under the influence of Cupid’s lead tipped arrow refused the
advances of Apollo; her father saved her from his unwanted advances by turning her into
a laurel tree

Cassandra — Trojan princess given the gift of prophecy by Apollo; when she rejected him
as a lover, he cursed this gift so that no one ever believed her.

Marpessa was kidnapped by Idas but was loved by Apollo as well. Zeus made her choose
between them, and she chose Idas on the grounds that Apollo, being immortal, would tire
of her when she grew old.

Castalia -was a nymph whom Apollo loved. She fled from him and dived into the spring
at Delphi, at the base of Mt. Parnassos, which was then named after her. Water from this
spring was sacred; it was used to clean the Delphian temples and inspire poets.

By Cyrene, Apollo had a son named Aristacus, who became the patron god of cattle, fruit
trees, hunting, husbandry and bee-keeping. He was also a culture-hero and taught
humanity dairy skills and the use of nets and traps in hunting, as well as how to cultivate
olives.

With Hecuba, wife of King Priam of Troy, Apollo had a son named Troilus. An oracle
prophesied that Troy would not be defeated as long as Troilus reached the age of twenty
alive. He was ambushed and killed by Achilles.

Calliope- this muse & lover of Apollo became the mother of Orpheus

Coronis, daughter of Phlegyas, King of the Lapiths, was another of Apollo's liaisons.
Pregnant with Asclepius, Coronis fell in love with Ischys, son of Elatus. A crow informed
Apollo of the affair. When first informed he disbelieved the crow and turned all crows
black (where they were previously white) as a punishment for spreading untruths. When
he found out the truth he sent his sister, Artemis, to kill Coronis (in other stories, Apollo
himself had killed Coronis). As a result he also made the crow sacred and gave them the
task of announcing important deaths. Apollo rescued the baby and gave it to the centaur
Chiron to raise. Phlegyas was irate after the death of his daughter and burned the Temple
of Apollo at Delphi. Apollo then killed him for what he did.

Stories of Transformation:

Procne = swallow (see story elsewhere in packet)

Daphne = laurel tree

Philomela = nightingale (“ )

Adonis = anemone (“ ©)

Argus = peacock

Atalanta & Melanion/Hippomenes = lions

Niobe = weeping rock; her story:

A queen of Thebes and wife of Amphion, Niobe boasted of her superiority to Leto
because she had fourteen children (Niobids), seven male and seven female, while Leto
had only two. Apollo killed her sons as they practiced athletics, with the last begging for




his life, and Artemis her daughters. Apollo and Artemis used poisoned arrows to kill
them, though according to some versions of the myth, a number of the Niobids were
spared (Chloris, usually). Amphion, at the sight of his dead sons, either killed himself or
was killed by Apollo after swearing revenge. A devastated Niobe fled to Mount Sipylos
in Asia Minor and turned into stone as she wept. Her tears formed the river Achelous.
Zeus had turned all the people of Thebes to stone and so no one buried the Niobids until
the ninth day after their death, when the gods themselves entombed them.

Hyacinth = flower of same name; his story:

Hyacinth (or Hyacinthus) was one the male lovers of Apollo. Hyacinthus was a Spartan
prince, beautiful and athletic. The pair were practicing throwing the discus when a discus
thrown by Apollo was blown off course by the jealous Zephyrus and struck Hyacinthus in
the head, killing him instantly. Apollo is said to be filled with grief: out of Hyacinthus'
blood, Apollo created a flower named after him as a memorial to his death, and his tears
stained the flower petals with &/ &f, meaning alas.

Cyparissus = cypress tree; his story:

Another male lover of Apollo was Cyparissus, a descendant of Heracles. Apollo gave
him a tame deer as a companion but Cyparissus accidentally killed it with a javelin as it
lay asleep in the undergrowth. Cyparissus asked Apollo to let his tears fall forever.
Apollo granted the request by turning the sad boy into the Cypress named after him,
which was said to be a sad tree because the sap forms droplets like tears on the trunk.

Clytia = sunflower; her story: Apollo had an affair with a human princess named
Leucothea, daughter of Orchamus and sister of Clytia. Leucothea loved Apollo who
disguised himself as Leucothea's mother to gain entrance to her chambers. Clytia, jealous
of her sister because she wanted Apollo for herself, told Orchamus the truth, betraying
her sister's trust and confidence in her. Enraged, Orchamus ordered Leucothea to be
buried alive. Apollo refused to forgive Clytia for betraying his beloved, and a grieving
Clytia wilted and slowly died. Apollo changed her into an incense plant, either heliotrope
or sunflower, which follows the sun every day

Callisto = bear; her story:

Callisto was a nymph (or, according to some sources, the daughter of Lycaon) who was
associated with the goddess of the hunt, Artemis. Young women who were devoted to the
goddess hunted with her regularly, and remained virgins, like Artemis herself. Callisto
had upheld these ideals faithfully, and she quickly became Artemis' favorite. While
Callisto spent her days and nights with Artemis' other followers, she caught the eye of
Zeus. Knowing that the maiden had taken a vow of chastity, Zeus resorted to deception to
get at Callisto. He came to her disguised as Artemis, and the young huntress let down her
guard. Seizing the opportunity Zeus raped her. Callisto became pregnant, and tried
desperately to conceal her condition form the goddess. After all, she had, in a way,
broken her vow to the goddess and she feared her anger. Callisto had been successful for
a time, but then a day came when all of the young women who followed Artemis
disrobed to bathe together in a spring. By now Callisto was beginning to show, and once
she was naked her secret was revealed. Artemis was furious and she banished the young
woman from her fold. Callisto wandered off to have her child alone. Hera decided that
this was the time to exact her revenge. She gripped Callisto's hair and threw her to the




ground where the new mother was transformed into a bear. The hunter became the
hunted. The child that Callisto had by Zeus was spirited away by Hermes to be raised by
his mother, Maia. He was named Arcas, meaning "bear," and he grew up to be a fine
hunter himself. Some sources have the bear captured and taken to Callisto's own father,
Lycaon. According to some sources Artemis herself killed the bear that was once
Callisto, but it is usually accepted that when Arcas was out hunting as a young man he
encountered the bear. Callisto recognized the handsome youth as the son she could not
raise herself. Forgetting her present form, she tried to come near him, but her loving
mother's arms were now strong, furry paws, and her once soothing voice was now a
rumbling growl. The bear scared Arcas, and he took aim at her with his spear. Zeus took
pity on his former victim and intervened. He placed Callisto in the sky as the
constellation Ursa Major, or "great bear," and then took Arcas and placed him in the sky
near his mother as Ursa Minor, the "little bear."

Stories Relating to the Zodiac:

Aries = the Ram

Aries is a zodiacal constellation representing the ram of the Golden Fleece sought by
Jason and the Argonauts. The ram had originally been presented to Nephele by Mercury
when her husband took a new wife, Ino, who persecuted Nephele's children. To keep
them safe, Nephele sent Phrixus and Helle away on the back of the magical ram, who
flew away to the east. Helle fell off into the Hellespont (now the Dardanelles) between
the Aegean Sea and the Sea of Marmara, but Phrixus safely made it to Colchis on the
eastern shore of the Black Sea. Phrixus sacrificed the ram and presented the Golden
Fleece to the king, Aeetes.

Capricorn = The Sea Goat

This zodiacal constellation, like Pisces, depicts the result of the sudden appearance of the
earthborn giant Typhoeus. Bacchus was feasting on the banks of the Nile at the time, and
jumped into the river. The part of him that was below water was transformed into a fish,
while his upper body became that of a goat. From this point of view, he saw that
Typhoeus was attempting to tear Jupiter into pieces; he blew a shrill note on his pipes,
and Typhoeus fled. Jupiter then placed the new shape of Bacchus in the heavens out of
thanks for the rescue.

Cassiopeia was the beautiful wife of Cepheus, king of Ethiopia, and the mother of
Andromeda. She is most famous in connection with the myth of her daughter,
Andromeda. The queen made the mistake of bragging she was more lovely than the
Nereids, or even than Juno herself. The goddesses were, needless to say, rather insulted,
and went to Neptune, god of the sea, to complain. Neptune promptly sent a sea monster
(possibly Cetus?) to ravage the coast. The king and queen were ordered to sacrifice their
daughter to appease Neptune's wrath, and would have done so had Perseus not arrived to
kill the monster in the nick of time. As a reward, the hero was wedded to the lovely
Andromeda. By most accounts, Cassiopeia was quite happy with the match. In some
versions of the myth, however, the queen objects to the marriage and is turned to stone
when Perseus shows her the head of the Gorgon Medusa.

Cygnus = the Swan As
is the case with so many of the constellations, there are a number of possible explanations



for the presence of the swan in the heavens. Some myths state that the swan was Cionus,
son of Neptune, who was wrestled to the ground and smothered by Achilles. To save his
son, Neptune immortalized Cionus as a swan. Another story says the swan is Orpheus,
who was murdered by the Thracian women while under the influence of Bacchus. Upon
his death, the celebrated musician was placed in the heavens to spend eternity by his
harp, Lyra. Yet another variant says that the swan represents the form taken by Jupiter
when he deceived Leda and fathered Pollux. According to Ovid, the swan was once
Cygnus, son of Sthenele and a close friend of Phaethon. Phaethon died in the river
Eridanus after attempting to drive the chariot of the sun, and Cygnus was overcome with
grief that Jupiter could have struck down his friend: “As he mourned, his voice became
thin and shrill, and white feathers hid his hair. His neck grew long, stretching out from
his breast, his fingers reddened and a membrane joined them together. Wings clothed his
sides, and a blunt beak fastened on his mouth. Cygnus became a new kind of bird: but he
put no trust in the skies, or in Jupiter, for he remembered how that god had unjustly
hurled his flaming bolt. Instead, Cygnus made for marshes and broad lakes, and in his
hatred of flames chose to inhabit the rivers, which are the very antithesis of fire
(Metamorphoses 11 374-382).”

The Pleiades (a group of 7 sisters transformed into a group of 7 stars); these sisters were:
Halcyone, Asterope, Maia, Celaeno, Merope, Electra & Taygete. One day the great
hunter Orion saw the Pleiads (perhaps with their mother, or perhaps just one of them; see
Merope above) as they walked through the Boeotian countryside, and fancied them. He
pursued them for seven years, until Zeus answered their prayers for delivery and
transformed them into birds (doves or pigeons), placing them among the stars. Later on,
when Orion was killed (many conflicting stories as to how), he was placed in the heavens
behind the Pleiades, immortalizing the chase.

A good online guide is: http://thanasis.com/homewk01.htm
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