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things to know 

about third  grade*
2012-2013
Woodland Elementary

Mrs. Sydney Tillman
*Or what will my child be doing all year?
Welcome to third grade!!  I am looking forward to a wonderful year of learning with your child.  I received my degree in Elementary Education from the College of Charleston and am highly qualified to teach grades K-6.  This will be my fifth year of teaching. I taught kindergarten in Memphis for three years before moving to Johnson City. Last year was my first year teaching at Woodland. My husband and I have liked living in Johnson City. He enjoys his job as a dentist at University Dental. We have one sweet puppy, Toby, who is spoiled rotten. ( For fun I like to read, sew, travel, and spend time with friends and family.   

You can expect me to give 110% to your child this year.  The third grade academic curriculum is very comprehensive and you can be sure I will teach the entire curriculum in a meaningful and interesting way, considering all types of learning styles represented by the children in our classroom.  You can also expect me to keep you informed about your child’s progress, both academically and socially this year so that your child is challenged and any concerns are addressed quickly.  In addition to the academic curriculum, third graders will work on organization and responsibility.  Following three years of foundational learning, they are ready to be responsible for many things including reading nightly, completing homework and returning it to school on time, getting papers/reports signed, and finishing class projects in a timely manner.  I expect them to put their name on all papers and to practice neat handwriting.  Their work area and class materials/personal belongings should be neat and organized.  I expect the children to go the extra mile and produce more than minimal work.  They should follow our classroom behavior plan, based on the positive discipline model to maximize their own learning time in class and not be a distraction to their peers.  Please help me instill responsibility and organization in your child by reinforcing these skills at home.  Remember, you should never work harder than your child this year!
I teach the curriculum standards as designed by the State Department of Education.  These standards have become much more rigorous over the last two years.  Much of what you remember that you learned in fourth and fifth grade is now taught in third grade.  You may wish to review these curriculum standards on this website:  http://www.tn.gov/education/curriculum.shtml  
LITERACY

 
Reading– Your child will be immersed in reading in our classroom and will focus their brain power on understanding the meaning, purpose, and structure of the text they read.  We will explore various genres including novels, magazine articles, websites, short stories, poetry, and print advertisement.  I will teach lessons in accuracy, comprehension, fluency, and vocabulary in whole group, small group and one-on-one settings.  My daily observation of your child will help me to build a learning plan to fit their specific reading needs. Your child will build fluency and expand vocabulary as they read and dig deep into the text to gain an understanding of the author’s purpose and meaning.  Each child will spend a minimum of an hour a day reading independently in class.  This time will be broken up into two sessions, building stamina.  Research supports the practice that children must spend large amounts of time reading at an independent level in order to be a successful reader.  I will teach your child how to choose “just right” books so that they can make appropriate book choices for the books they include in their book boxes.  These choices will be what they read during independent reading time.  They will also work in small groups practicing skills and strategies I teach during the day.  Independent work will include word building and mastering language arts skills.  Children will maintain a reading journal where they will record what they read and respond to that reading according to the strategies we are learning in class.  This journal will come home every two weeks for your review and signature.  Reading strategies, genre types, story elements, and skills will be taught through units of study that are closely aligned with writing units so as to seamlessly build literacy throughout the school year.  The Science and Social Studies curriculum will be embedded into our literacy instruction.  Your child will be reading more non-fiction this year; in fact, our reading curriculum requires that the text your child reads be comprised of 50% fiction and 50% non-fiction.  
Accelerated Reader – During the first weeks of school your child will take a reading assessment on the computer which will determine their AR reading range.  This is one of several assessments I will use to establish the reading stage of your child.  Once this assessment is completed, you will receive information about your child’s reading range and AR reading requirements.  Students are required to read one AR book a week and pass the comprehension quiz with a score of 80% or higher.  AR books are available for checkout in our school library.  
Book commercials – Children will be required to create and present a commercial about a good book they have read and want to recommend to others.  They should present one commercial per month.  Details about requirements will be explained to your child at school and sent home for your information.

Language Arts – Third graders spend much more time in the area of language arts than they did in earlier grades.  Because their reading skills are more developed, they are ready to tackle more complex language skills such as creating complete sentences, applying grammar rules, proper punctuation, and capitalization, identifying parts of speech, using contractions, prefixes, and suffixes, plural and possessive nouns.  I explicitly teach these skills during Reading Workshop and the children will have many opportunities to practice the skills during their independent skill practice which we call the Daily 4 (Read Alone, Write about Reading, Build Language, and Word Study) Mastering these language arts skills helps children understand how the mechanics of our language works so that they can easily comprehend what they are reading and write meaningful text.

Word Study (spelling) – Children will be given a pre-test each Monday on the word pattern we will be studying for the week.  Your child’s performance on the pretest will determine which word list your child will receive.  I will teach a mini-lesson on the weekly word pattern following the pre-test.  Your child will bring home a word study packet on Monday to complete and return by Friday.  The activities in this packet will give them additional practice manipulating the weekly word pattern.  Word Study quiz will be each Friday.  Children will maintain a journal in class that will contain both pattern words, high frequency words, and the Tennessee Academic Vocabulary that will be on their test.  Word study will begin the second week of school.  Your child will come home with their study packet and it will include a letter containing more details about the requirements and expectations. 


Writing – Every day we will have writing workshop as part of our literacy block.  I teach writing through units of study which focus on various types of writing throughout the year.  I very carefully tie the units to what we are studying in reading so that there is continuity across the elements of literacy instruction.  Some of our units will include writing about their own experiences, how-to pieces, non-fiction books, and poetry.  Students will use the writing process to create their pieces.  We will also use the 6 Traits to elevate the quality of writing.  Emphasis will be on writing longer, more detailed pieces and will include more non-fiction and persuasive writing than in earlier grades.  
MATH

As in reading, much of the foundation that was built in the previous grades will aid students in third grade as they learn to master new concepts of math.  Students will be expected to master addition and subtraction facts up to 20 by the end of the first nine weeks.  They will be introduced to multiplication and division during the second nine weeks. Expanded skills will also be taught in the areas of measurement (time, length, weight, and capacity), money, numeracy (place value), fractions, and graphing.  Your child will learn how to add and subtract two digit numbers with regrouping.  Math will also be taught in units of study, focusing on a certain concept of math emphasizing appropriate vocabulary.  Your child will practice math skills on a daily basis, reviewing previously taught skills (called spiraling) throughout the school year.  On Mondays, your child will bring home a math skill sheet to enhance their mastery of skills we are working on in the classroom.  It’s important to note that we emphasize the concepts of how math works as well as getting the correct answer.  Therefore your child will be writing about math to demonstrate an understanding of HOW to solve a problem in addition to being able to SOLVE the math problem.  
SCIENCE and SOCIAL STUDIES
These two subjects will be integrated into our Literacy block.  Our third grade team has carefully planned the use of read-a-louds, vocabulary study, units of study in writing, and choice activity centers to embed both science and social studies curriculum standards into our reading and writing instruction.  The children will read Time for Kids on a weekly basis to further incorporate these two content areas into our study.  At the end of each nine weeks, your child will prepare and present a research project based on a particular aspect of either science or social studies.  The first nine weeks will be a map project.  More info will come home to you when it is assigned and explained to students.  The third grade curriculum requires that students use reading, writing, speaking, and technology skills to complete and present research projects.  
DIFFERENTIATED Instruction

Please know that I spend a great deal of time each day monitoring what your child is mastering and what they need more instruction on.  I do my best to provide instruction for your child at their developmental level, while incorporating all third grade curriculum.  My goal for all children is to master the grade level requirements, even moving beyond those requirements if they are developmentally ready.  If your child is having difficulty mastering third grade skills, you will be the first to know and we’ll develop a plan so that they will have every chance for success.  I also incorporate the eight multiple intelligences so that I can 
address all learning styles among my students.  The multiple intelligences emphasize that it’s not how smart you are, but it’s how you are smart, meaning that all children have various strengths in how they approach learning best.  In other words, I look at what they do well, instead of what they cannot do.  The eight smarts include math smart, word smart, art smart, body smart, self smart, people smart, music smart and nature smart.  If you want to know more about multiple intelligences, just Google “multiple intelligences” on the internet.   
Woodland Elementary utilizes Positive Discipline which includes teaching the Lifelong Guidelines and LifeSkills.  All children learn how to incorporate these lifeskills into daily activities as we work and play together.  The lifelong guidelines are taught with the philosophy that using them throughout one's life will make a person someone who will be respected and well thought of by others.  Children learn to use the lifeskill terms in everyday language so that they become just a way that we talk about how we work in our classroom.   I use children’s literature to teach the lifeskills and then children participate in activities that help them to define what the lifeskill is and is NOT.  At our class Honors day, at the end of the school year, each child will receive a lifeskills award whereby they are recognized for a lifeskill that they displayed consistently throughout the year.  
Lifelong Guidelines
· Trustworthiness – Always act in a way that makes others want to trust you.

· Truthfulness – Telling the truth is a big responsibility and will help you feel good about yourself.

· Active Listening – Listen to others with all of your attention on them; Use your eyes, ears, heart

· No Put Downs – Putdowns are everywhere (but not in our classroom!) and they hurt!  Avoid them at 
                      all costs!  We encourage and support each other by giving only put-ups!!

· Personal Best – Be a risk-taker; always strive to be the best citizen that you can be, at school and 
                     at home.  Remember good enough is the enemy of excellence
LifeSkills- These 18 lifeskills define the Lifelong Guideline of personal best and are the tools every person needs to live cooperatively in the world.                  
· Caring:  to feel and show concern for others
· Cooperation:  to work together toward a common goal or purpose
· Friendship:  to make and keep a friend through mutual trust and caring
· Organization:  to plan and to keep things orderly
· Patience:  to wait calmly for someone or something
· Responsibility:  to respond appropriately and be accountable for your actions
· Common Sense:  to use good judgment
· Effort: to do your best
· Flexibility:  to be willing and able to alter plans when necessary
· Integrity:  to do something because it is the right thing to do
· Perseverance:  to keep at it and not give up
· Pride: to gain self satisfaction from doing your personal best
· Courage:  to act according to one's beliefs 
· Curiosity:  to desire to seek understanding 
· Initiative:  to do something because it needs to be done
· Problem Solving:  to create solutions in both everyday and difficult situations
· Respect:  to treat people, places, animals, and things honorably
· Sense of Humor:  to laugh and be playful without harming others

During the first days of school, we will work together to write our own class rules.  The work we do to create our rules will satisfy the social studies curriculum standards of understanding how governments and organizations establish laws.  Children will be expected to follow these throughout the day.  Doing so will assure maximum learning on their part.  I will send a list of these rules home to you during the first days of school so that you and your child may discuss what is expected of them in class.  For the most part, each year the rules created by the students are related to being safe, being respectful, and being responsible.  We will build class community during our daily class meetings and will practice problem solving in an effort to encourage one another to make good choices and work out problems together in a risk-free environment.  Our class meetings will consist of recognizing progress and achievements of classmates, offering compliments for making good choices, suggesting solutions to problems encountered during the day, and learning to respect one another’s differences.  As in life, there are positive and negative consequences for children according to the good and not so good choices they make.  Please note that these consequences apply not only to behavior in class but in completing class and home work.  Consequences will be given based on behavior.  Any serious offense such as fighting or vulgar language will immediately result in a visit to the principal and a phone call home.  Please see the school handbook for more on behavior expectations.  Extreme misbehavior may result in loss of privileges to attend special events such as field trips.   In some circumstances, an individualized behavior plan may be put in place to help children improve choices.
Assessments are conducted frequently on an informal and formal basis to give me feedback on the progress your child is making.  I conduct daily, informal assessments of a few children each day in the areas of literacy and math so that I can plan instruction according to individual needs of each student.  Informal assessments include participation of your child in class, daily performance, checklists, and notes I take as I observe your child at work.  Formal assessments will also be conducted throughout the year and will include quizzes, tests, project work, writing prompts and district/state assessments.  Throughout the year, your child and I will meet frequently during one-on-one conference time to discuss their learning progress and to teach your child how to set goals for their next steps.  By doing this your child will thoughtfully consider the skills they have mastered and practice setting their next goals for learning.  This is a major step for them and will teach them to be responsible for their own learning.  In the middle of each nine-weeks, you will receive a mid-term report letting you know of your child’s progress so far in the grading period.  Report cards are sent home at the end of each nine weeks.  Third grade is the first year that children receive letter grades on their report cards.  The information you receive on the report card will not be a surprise to you as I will keep you informed of your child’s progress, both academically and behaviorally on a regular basis.  Parent conferences are scheduled during September.  The grading scale is as follows:  
A=93-100  B=85-92  C=75-84  D=70-74  F=below 69. If a child wants to improve a grade on a test, they may take it again, and I will average the two together for a final grade.  

Regarding the district and state testing, please be assured that not only will I focus on the content the students need to know to be prepared for the PEARSON Benchmark (1st, 2nd, and 3rd nine weeks and TCAP last nine weeks), but I also will teach test-taking skills to help them navigate through the test.  Literacy assessments will also be conducted to determine your child’s reading level and include running records, phonics spelling knowledge, and AR tests.  Writing prompts will be given six times during the school year and are graded on a six point scale.  This year third graders will be given an open response math assessment in an effort to help students write about their understanding of math concepts.   

A detailed schedule will be sent home the first week of school.    On a daily basis, the children will receive 150 minutes of Literacy instruction, 90 minutes of Math instruction, and 30 minutes of 

Science or Social Studies instruction.  They have a 30 minute lunch period and 20 minutes of playtime each day.  Unless it’s raining, we go outside every day, so make sure your child is dressed appropriately.  On a daily basis, children attend Related Arts class for an hour.  These classes include Art, Music, Library, Guidance, Computer Lab and Gym.  Please make sure your child wears tennis shoes on gym class days and brings their library books for check-in on library days.  Specific days for each class are noted on the schedule you will receive at the beginning of the school year.  We also have a 30 minute computer lab time during the week during which children practice keyboarding skills, work on class projects or search for answers to research questions.  They also use this time to play academic games to master 3rd grade skills.  Many of these games are listed on our class website for practice at home should you have access to the internet. Students will come straight to our room at 8:00 each morning and will begin their morning work. The tardy bell rings at 8:15 each day and dismissal is at 3:15. An academic calendar will be sent home at the beginning of school, so that you may note any holidays and breaks in our regular schedule.  I will also make note of these breaks in the newsletter.  We do not have bathrooms in our room and so we will take breaks to and from related arts and lunch.  I also will have passes in case of emergencies.  If your child has a medical need for additional bathroom breaks, please send a note to school signed by your child’s physician. At the end of the day we will have a short snack break. Please send in an individual snack for your child each day.  
I have several methods of keeping you informed of class activities and events. Each child will have a student planner that they come home with each day. We will use this for parent/teacher communication as well as to keep track of upcoming assignments. It will also be used to record nightly reading. Third grade students are required to read 25 minutes every night. Please initial each night to let me know that your child completed their reading. You will receive a newsletter every other week in your child’s Wednesday packet.  This newsletter will include information about what we are learning in class as well as events and accomplishments of students in our classroom.  Your child will bring home all their class work and tests from the previous week in their Wednesday packet.  Sometimes I will ask that you sign and return papers to school.  The Wednesday packet will also include the school newsletter from the principal and occasionally a newsletter from the PTA.  I also make it a habit of calling you from time to time or emailing you to let you know about a special accomplishment of your child.  Our class website can be accessed through the school site.  Just click on faculty, third grade, and then my name. A monthly calendar will be published so that you are aware of upcoming class events, curriculum we are studying, and project due dates.  You may keep in touch with me in several ways:  Put a note in your child’s backpack or Wednesday packet, Email:  tillmanc@jcschools.org, School phone:  423-434-5267 (my planning time is 10:00-11:00).
How can you get help your child have a successful third grade year?  You can help your child feel more confident and prepared for daily work, quizzes, and presentations by setting time aside each day to read and discuss their nightly reading assignment, go over their word study packet, or homework skill sheets.  Students will also maintain a study journal for each subject which they will use to review for the Pearson test each nine weeks.   Involving yourself on a daily basis lets your child know that what they are learning is important.  You will also understand the academic challenges your child faces each day and perhaps gain some insight into their learning style.  Again, I want to emphasize that you should never work harder than your child when it comes to completing class work or being responsible and staying organized.  Always remember to praise good efforts and encourage improvements.  Your positive attitude toward learning, school, and your child’s teacher is reflected in his/her daily work and attitude about school.   Making sure your child has a regular schedule when it comes to bedtime and morning routines will also help your child be successful.  Remember, all brains need fuel to work properly, so provide a healthy breakfast before they come to school.  Breakfast is available at school and is free to all students.  It’s served from 7:45 - 8:05am.  

Besides the support you provide at home, think about how else you want (and are able) to be involved with your child’s education this year.  You may want to work in the classroom by reading to students, helping them in math stations, or packing Wednesday packets.  You may be willing to serve as our homeroom parent, chaperone field trips, send in special snacks for our Christmas and Valentines parties, prepare class materials from home, etc.   We also need monthly mystery readers!  Other ways you can help is by collecting BOX TOPS from popular products you buy every day (Brands such as Hefty, Welch’s, Kleenex, Cottenelle, General Mills cereals).  Our class receives ten cents for each box top.  I will send a volunteer form home at the beginning of school where you can indicate what types of volunteer opportunities you have to offer.   You may also want to join the PTA organization and become involved in school wide support such as Reading Rocks, Spring Carnival, or the Walk-a-thon.  
Please know that the most important thing you can do for your child is to become involved in some form or fashion at school.  Research indicates that parent involvement is the number one factor in helping children be successful learners. 
During the school year we will have two school parties:  Christmas and Valentine’s Day.  If you would like to help with either of these, please let me know.  Children are also invited to share a special snack on their birthday.  If we have any allergies in the class, I will let you know so you can plan accordingly.  Your child may distribute birthday party invitations at school as long as everyone in the class is invited.  For privacy, I am not allowed to share telephone numbers or addresses for any child in the class.   
We work hard, especially at the beginning of the year, to build classroom community.  This involves helping the children learn about one another, offering compliments to one another, working out problems together, sharing new knowledge gained with peers, talking about and recommending favorite books they are reading, etc.  I also guide the students in using and recognizing the use of lifeskills as the way we work with one another in the classroom.  Throughout the year, your child will work in pairs with different children as they read, complete projects, study math facts, etc. It’s important that your child learn how to work cooperatively in a group to accomplish a task.  These are all important skills to acquire as they move into the upper grades of elementary school.  We share successes at the end of the day in our class meeting by offering up compliments for great work or attitudes observed throughout the day.  We also brainstorm solutions to problems we may be having within the classroom.  This helps your child become a problem solver and gives them experience in resolving conflict in a risk-free environment.  We also create a wheel of choice at the beginning of the year as a tool for helping children make positive choices when something goes wrong at school.  
Your child will have word study, math, language arts, and reading for regular homework each week.  Please assist your child if they need help, but remember it’s their work and their skill practice, please don’t do it for them.  Homework will come home on Monday and should be completed and returned to school on Friday.  If your child is absent on Monday, I will put it in their cubby so they will get it upon their return.  For each day a child is absent, they will be given that number of days beyond the regular turn in day to return homework.  You may also call the office and ask to pick up homework for your child.  Late homework will result in your child being given the opportunity to complete it during playtime.  Students will also be required to read at least 25 minutes at home every day and should read their AR book to meet this requirement. They will record their at-home reading in their Student Planner that you will initial each night.  Students are required to read one AR book and pass the test each week.  Each month students will prepare and present a book commercial to the class.  More info will come home with your child about this.  In addition, students will prepare and present a project near the end of each nine weeks related to Science or Social Studies.  Again, your child will bring home more detailed information about these projects as they are assigned.  The book commercials and projects are intended to offer an opportunity for your child to have successful experiences in front of a small audience.  Successful experiences in this non-threatening classroom situation are very likely to build confidence in other performance situations and in upper grades. These presentations also offer an opportunity to learn proper audience etiquette.  Again, this type of sharing is one of the many ways in which we build classroom community.  
Please refer to the school handbook for information regarding school-wide policy in areas such as attendance guidelines, arrival/dismissal procedures, medication, and breakfast/lunch.
