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Astronomy Marking Period 2 Project

Ms. Ramirez

Project Title: Constructing Scaled Models of the Solar System

Due Date: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 (late projects will not be accepted)
Project Description:  

In this activity, students will complete two laboratory activities related to the planets of our solar system. Then they will prepare detailed lab reports based on these lab activities. The labs are: 

Lab 1: Scaled Distances between the Planets

Lab 2: Scaled Planets of the Solar System

Both labs will be completed in-class. Students will then be expected to prepare final TYPED lab reports based on the information collected and scaled models created during the in-class laboratory activities.

CHECKLIST

*Each student is responsible for creating ALL of the following materials:

	DESCRIPTION
	Final Version
	Point Value

	Lab 1: Scaled Distances - typed
	�
	20

	Scaled Model of Planet Distances
	�
	10

	Lab 2: Scaled Planet Sizes - typed
	�
	20

	Scaled Models of Planet Sizes
	�
	10

	Reflection
	�
	10

	Total Project Points
	70


New York State Performance Standards and NYC Applied Learning Standards Addressed: 
Standard 1: Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering  design, as appropriate, to pose questions, seek answers, and develop solutions.

Standard 4: Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science.
Project Reflection – Marking Period 2

Constructing Scaled Models of the Solar System

Directions: Answer the following questions thoughtfully and in complete sentences. 

1. What was the project task (what were you supposed to do)?

2. Mathematics and a calculator were needed to complete this project. Did you find the math easy, hard, or just okay? Explain your answer. 

3. What do you feel you learned from doing this project? What was most difficult about completing this project? What questions do you still have about the concepts or skills related to this project?

4. Rate yourself from 1-5 on each of the following aspects of this project:

· Ability to follow lab procedures _______

· Effort put forth during class time _______

· Effort put forth at home _______

· Final Project (2 typed Labs + 2 models) _______

· Ability to explain the planet distances and sizes to a stranger _______

5. What connections can you make between what you learned in this project and yourself, your world, and other subjects in school?
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