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       Kirsten Larson, Principal     Wanda Dingman, Assistant Principal   Sara Lowes, Assistant Principal   Paul Parris, Assistant Principal        


COURSE OF STUDY/SYLLABUS

(Living Environment, Fall 2010 and Spring 2011)

Course Overview/Description of Course

This New York Standards based course will assist students in acquiring the tools needed to become proficient or develop the necessary skills in Biology and related laboratory exercises.  Students will be exposed to information that allows them to develop an understanding of “life”, which involves both internal processes and interactions with outside world.  This course will focus on developing the skills needed to succeed on the Living Environment Regents exam.  To be eligible to take the Living Environment Regents Exam, a student must complete all laboratory activities satisfactorily, with a complete set of each student’s completed labs kept on file, as mandated by the State Board of Regents.  

Major Learner Outcomes

As a result of the course the students will learn how to make use of scientific inquiry to broaden their understanding of the evolutionary process of organisms, cell structure, organic compounds, and homeostasis.

Students will be able to: 
•   Develop meaningful relationships between life processes and the real world.
· Demonstrate their ability to apply the content information to complex science related questions.
· Improve on their vocabulary and comprehension skills.
· Engage in hand-on activities that emphasize research and medical applications. 

Materials of Instruction:

1.UPCO’s Living Environment Review Text and Workbook (2002-2003)

2. Living Environment Regents Advantage (Kaplan)

3. Reviewing The Living Environment Biology (2005) with sample examinations. 

Activities & Evaluation
1.  Oral Presentations:  Students may be asked to present individually or in groups.  Teacher and peer evaluations will be employed and feedback will be encouraged.

2. Homework Projects:  Students will be asked to complete short project based assignments which reflects their understanding, and build critical thinking skills regarding a particular lesson.

3. Weekly Quizzes:  These will be used as short indicators of students’ understanding of the week’s topic.  The format of each quiz will be varied but will be short enough for the students to complete in 15 minutes at the end of each week.  

4. Research Reports:  Students will be guided in developing cohesive materials based on their use of various resources. (i.e. internet, scientific journals, magazines, newspapers, etc.)  Reports should reiterate the information learned regarding particular lessons of a unit, as well as include extended information on the core topic.

5. Unit Exam/Project:  These will be comprehensive and cover one core topic, and will be modeled from Regents type assessment questions.  Exams will include multiple choice, constructed response, and extended constructed response.  Projects will include the students’ interpretation of the unit information, whether through artistic form, posters, or document based templates.
6. Regents Labs:  Students are expected to complete no less than 1200 minutes of satisfactory Laboratory activities in order to take the Living Environment Regents Exam.  Included in the 1200 minutes are 4 required Regents Labs (Beaks of Finches, Making Connections, Diffusion Through a Membrane, and Relationships and Biodiversity).   Lab packets will be created for each student for each semesters (Fall and Spring), and must remain in the teacher/school’s possession at all times.

· *Projects: One per each marking period, Tests/Quizzes – 25% of grade

· *Class Work (Labs, Group Work and Notes) – 25% of grade
· *Homework: Given daily – 25% of grade

· *Participation & Class Conduct – 25% of grade
Technology

The use of various forms of media will be incorporated throughout the course.  The following will be used to help clarify, and organize the course information.

*Laptops:- content research and project development

*Powerpoints:-  lesson delivery

*Overheads transparencies:- lesson delivery and clarification

*Excel and Word Processing Documents:- In-class worksheets, homework handouts, organization of experimental data, etc…

Extra Help

Peer tutoring, after school tutoring, school’s website for additional course information. (www.marblehillschool.org)

Your teachers can be reached by email: meek.david@gmail.com OR miss.olsen@hotmail.com
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                   (718) 561-0973                                                                                             Fax: (718) 561- 5612
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