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COURSE OF STUDY/SYLLABUS

Marine Biology, Fall 2011
Ms. Olsen

“Two great truths about the ocean emerged from the 20th century.  First, the ocean came into focus as the cornerstone of Earth's life support system, vital for the survival and well being of humankind and all other living things.  The second great truth was more shocking, and came about as a consequence of unprecedented exploitation.  That is, the sea is not infinitely resilient. 

It is vital that human society become knowledgeable about the importance of the sea, about why we should care and about what actions we can take that will enable us to secure a healthy ocean and a healthy future for ourselves.  Ocean literacy is the key...”

~Dr. Sylvia Earle, National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence

Course Description/Overview

This is a one semester 11/12th grade level science elective course. This New York Standards based elective course will expose students to current scientific understanding of the Earth’s oceans. This course will introduce the student to the fundamental biological classification and unique characteristics for different groups of living things found in the ocean. It will also introduce knowledge of marine ecosystems, negative and positive human impact and its importance to the entire planet. 
Major Learner Outcomes
Students will be able to: 

· Explain how diversity of populations within ecosystems relates to the stability of ecosystems.
· Explain the importance of preserving diversity of species and habitats.
· Describe the range of interrelationships of humans with the living and nonliving environment.

· Explain the impact of technological development and growth in the human population on the living and nonliving environment.

· Explain how individual choices and societal actions can contribute to improving the environment.
Materials of Instruction

Videos
Lab Packet
Living and preserved marine organisms
Class Activities & Evaluation 

Participation: 25% of final grade

In this class we will be performing many activities to bring to life the concepts we will be learning. In addition, this class involves frequent group work, demonstrations, and other activities that require students to work in collaborative groups. As such, class participation is integral to your success in this class. To achieve this you will be expected to: arrive to class on time, maintain stellar attendance, actively participate in lessons, and collaborate with others. Poor attendance, tardiness, unpreparedness, and lack of engagement in lessons or group work will significantly bring down your participation grade.

Classwork: 25% of final grade

You are expected to behave, participate and lead class discussions on various topics.  You should keep a neat and orderly notebook containing all class notes and activities as well as a folder for all handouts. You will also have a lab packet that will be a considerable portion of this grade.  Notebooks will be checked via open book homework and tests based on notes.
Homework: 25% of final grade

Homework will be assigned regularly on line at www.quia.com/web. It is important to complete the homework or you will fall behind on understanding the topics being covered in class. All assessments will be updated on pupilpath.nvskedula.com.
Tests/Projects: 25% of final grade
In this class you will be responsible for three projects, weekly tests, and one final exam. Projects should be handed in on time and be complete. Tests will cover the material from that week, while the final exam will be cumulative. Exams and tests will consist of multiple choice and free answer sections.

Additional information

Technology: 

We will use 
· computers to research, view simulations and complete online interactive activities
· the internet to access our online homework

· Microsoft Office to complete projects utilizing programs such as PowerPoint.

Plagiarism:

It is expected that your homework and projects reflect your individual thoughts and efforts. If you want to use words you’ve seen somewhere else, make sure to document the source. If you have any questions about proper citation, please do not hesitate to talk to me.

Extra Help:

If you are having difficulty with the concepts taught in this course please let me know. I am happy to answer any questions you may have and welcome them. Remember, I am here to help you!  See me in the Science office before or after school in Room 644, leave a note in my mailbox in Room 852 or message me on pupilpath.nvskedula.com.
______________________________________________________________________________

Student: I, (signature) ___________________________________have read and understand the expectations detailed above. I am prepared to work towards our class goals together.

SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN:________________________________

CONTACT INFORMATION OF PARENT/GUARDIAN:

(Phone number and email, if available):___________________________________
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