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PRONUNCIATION

	A
ah

B
beh

C
ceh

CH
ceh ‘acheh

D
deh

E
eh

F
efeh

G
heh

H
acheh (always silent)

I
ee


	J
hota

K
kah

L
eleh

LL
doble eleh

M
emeh

N
eneh

Ñ
eny’eh

O
oh

P
peh

Q
kuh
	R
ereh

RR
erreh S
esse

T
teh

U
oo

V
u’veh

W
doh’bleh veh

X
eh’kis

Y
ee gree’he’gah

Z
ceh’ta


SPANISH

VOWELS PRONUNCIATION:

A – “ah” as in father.  Ex. hamaca, flaca, mapa

E – “eh” as in day (without the glide). Ex. meter, deber, leer

I – “ee” as in cheese.  Ex. escribir, imitar, mi

O – “oh” as in toe. Ex. ojo, rojo, moño

U – “oo” as in moose.  Ex. luna, uña, uno

PRONUNCIATION OF SEVEN CONSONANTS:

1a.
G
g+e  and g+i = h as in “hello.” Ex. gente, Gerardo, Gitano, giro

1b. 
G
g+a, g+o, and g+u = hard g as in “game.”  Ex. ganar, goma,

1c.
G
g+ue = gay as in  “gay.” Ex. guerra, apague



g+ui = gee as in “geese.”  Ex. guitarra, guiar

2.  
Q
q is always followed by either ue or ui:



que = kay as in “Kay.” Ex. quedar, que



qui = key as in “key.” Ex. quitar, quién

3.
H
h is always silent.  Ex. hola, hombre, Hernández

4.
J
j = h as in “happy.”  Ex. José, bajo, ojo

5.  
LL
ll=y as in “yawn.”  Ex. calle, caballo, llorar

6.  
Ñ
ñ = ny as in “canyon.” Ex. leña, niño, señora

7. 
RR
rr is always trilled.  Ex. carro, burro, torre



(All words beginning with “r” are also trilled.  Ex. Roberto, roto, ruido

Practice

/g/ 
general, ginebra, ganar, gente, girar, Gabriel, gitano

/q/
que, quién, quedar, aquí, quiere, toque, quince, quinientos

/h/
hielo, hola, Hernández, honesto, hablar, hambre

/j/
José, Juan, Jesús, jefe, Jalapa, trabajar, juicio, bajo

/ll/
caballo, calle, llano, chillar, llorar, castillo, amarillo, llama

/ñ/
año, leña, mañana, español, uña, señorita, niña

/rr/
carro, correo, romper, arriba, Puertorriqueño, rosa

	A
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G,

LL

Ñ

R

RR

H

P

C

C

B

D

M
	Ana llama a la dama.  Las naranjas van a Granada.

Teresa y Elena beben el café de René.  El lee el papel de Pepe.

Isabel y Ricardo viven en Miami.  El pillín tira el balín.

Todo el oro es de Rodolfo.  El señor Moreno toma Coca-Cola.

Usted estuvo en el museo de Perú. Las uvas de mi huerta son buenas.

El general Gil de Gerona es inteligente.

El gallego llega a la ventanilla.

La señora Peña come piña por la mañana.

Lo barato es caro y lo caro es barato.

El muchacho rubio fuma cigarrillos rusos.

Helena y Hernando van a Honduras con Horacio.

El padre de Pablo es profesor de portugués en Panamá.

Clara y Camilo no comen carne nunca.

Ciro Cepeda cena en la cima del cerro.

Basilio y Víctor venden bebidas baratas.

Doña Dolores desea bailar con don Diego.

Los enemigos de mis enemigos son mis amigos.


Linking:  En Honduras hay un hospital muy grande.  

Nadie habla nunca con mis sobrinas simpáticas.  

Pepe está aquí y Ernesto está allá.  

Esta orquesta es fantástica.
The Spanish trilled R (uvular r), often written RR, has the sound most unlike any sound we have in English. Here are some tips for learning to pronounce it.

Difficulty: Average

Time Required: 15 minutes 

Here's How:

1. Keep in mind that there are two R sounds in Spanish: the single R sound and the double R (or RR) sound. 

2. Keep in mind that the single R sound is used whenever the single R appears in a word, except when it's at the beginning of a word or after an L, N or S, when the RR sound is used. 

3. The RR sound is also used to sound the letter combination of 'rr,' which is sometimes viewed as a separate letter of the Spanish alphabet. 

4. Keep in mind that the Spanish R and RR don't share the distinctive R sound of English. Think of them as separate letters entirely.
RR

1. Remember that the RR is a trilled sound formed by a flapping of the tongue against the front roof of the mouth. 

2. Visualize the front of your tongue as a flag flapping in a vigorous breeze. 

3. Now try purring like a cat. If you've succeeded, you are approximating the RR sound. 

4. Alternatively, relax and pretend you're a kid making the sound of a revving-up motor. 

5. Another way is to pretend it is extremely cold. Now make the sound of exhaling with you lips flapping together. Now do the same thing with your tongue against the roof of your mouth. 

6. Alternatively, loosely hold the tip of your tongue at the front roof of your mouth. Now try blowing air between the tip of the tongue and roof of your mouth while you partly relax the tongue.

Tips:

1. Try to imitate the sound of the trilled R as it is pronounced by native speakers. 

2. Don't even be tempted to pronounce the trilled R as the R is pronounced in English.

EL ALFABETO








