DIRECTIONS: Use the Web-link to the Declaration of Independence to answer each of the following questions.

  The Virginia Declaration of Rights, written by George Mason, describes the rights colonists expected they would have as citizens, and was a major influence on the ideas Thomas Jefferson expressed in the Declaration of Independence.  

1. Identify words/phrases used by George Mason in writing the Virginia Declaration of Rights that are also contained in the Declaration of Independence.

“A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS made by the representatives of the good people of Virginia, assembled in full and free convention which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis and foundation of government .

Section 1. That all men are by nature equally free and independent and have certain inherent rights, of which, when they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.

Section 2. That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the people; that magistrates are their trustees and servants and at all times amenable to them.

Section 3. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the people, nation, or community; of all the various modes and forms of government, that is best which is capable of producing the greatest degree of happiness and safety and is most effectually secured against the danger of maladministration. And that, when any government shall be found inadequate or contrary to these purposes, a majority of the community has an indubitable, inalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter, or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged most conducive to the public weal.”

Written by George Mason, it was adopted by the Virginia Constitutional Convention on June 12, 1776.

As the Primary author of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson borrowed ideas from many political philosophers from the “Enlightened period.”  
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	Thomas Hobbes

1588-1679
	John Locke

1632-1704
	Jean-Jacques Rousseau

1712-1778

	Contract to be Governed

* The people agree to give up the right to rule themselves in exchange for fair treatment from their government.  If either side fails to live up to its obligation, the “social contract” is broken.


	Consent of the People

* Governments formed to protect the natural rights of citizens (life, liberty and property )any government that did not protect those rights did not have the authority to exist—the people could rebel

* Governments operate only with the consent of the people

	Limited Government

*As government power increases, the rights of the people decrease.

*Governments created to protect freedom (similar to Locke)

*All men are created equal




2. Identify evidence of these ideas in the Declaration of Independence.

In order to gain support from the colonies for declaring independence from England, Thomas Jefferson included a list of the complaints that the colonists had against the government of England (Grievances against the King George III).

3. Identify 5 grievances the colonists had against King George III.  Briefly explain each.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Identify the statement in the document that actually declares independence from England.







