The colonists lived as Englishmen for more than a hundred years.  They had the same rights and privileges as Englishmen and they had been granted the right to govern themselves by the Charters of the Virginia Company of London.  
When the French and Indian War ended, England needed to find a way to repay the large debt they had accumulated during the war.  
Parliament began to pass laws specifically aimed at raising colonial money for the crown in order to repay the debt.
1764
The Sugar Act
passed by the English Parliament to offset the war debt brought on by the French and Indian War and to help pay for the expenses of running the colonies and newly acquired territories. This act increases the duties on imported sugar and other items such as textiles, coffee, wines and indigo (dye). It doubles the duties on foreign goods reshipped from England to the colonies and also forbids the import of foreign rum and French wines.
The Currency Act

prohibits the colonists from issuing any legal tender paper money. This act threatens to destabilize the entire colonial economy of both the industrial North and agricultural South, thus uniting the colonists against it.
American colonists responded to the Sugar Act and the Currency Act with protest. In Massachusetts, participants in a town meeting cried out against taxation without proper representation in Parliament, and suggested some form of united protest throughout the colonies. By the end of the year, many colonies were practicing non-importation, a refusal to use imported English goods (BOYCOTT).
1765
Quartering Act
requires colonists to house British troops and supply them with food.
Stamp Act
all printed materials are taxed, including; newspapers, pamphlets, bills, legal documents, licenses, almanacs, dice and playing cards
the first direct tax on the American colonies, to offset the high costs of the British military organization in America. Thus for the first time in the 150 year old history of the British colonies in America, the Americans will pay tax not to their own local legislatures in America, but directly to England.
Briefly describe how the colonists responded to these actions by the British:
Colonists organize protests:

Sons of Liberty created in order to intimidate British tax collectors


Stamp Act Congress passed declaration of Rights and Grievances



STATED: colonists were equal to other British citizens

STATED: w/out representation in Parliament they should not be taxed “NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION”


Increased boycott of British goods
1766

Repeal the Stamp Act

King George III signs a bill repealing the Stamp Act after much debate in the English Parliament, which included an appearance by Ben Franklin arguing for repeal and warning of a possible revolution in the American colonies if the Stamp Act was enforced by the British military.
Declaratory Act

On the same day it repealed the Stamp Act, the English Parliament passes the Declaratory Act stating that the British government has total power to legislate any laws governing the American colonies in all cases whatsoever.
1767

Townshend Acts

a new series of taxes on the colonists to offset the costs of administering and protecting the American colonies. Items taxed include imports such as paper, tea, glass, lead and paints (items they had difficulty supplying for themselves). The Act also establishes a colonial board of customs commissioners in Boston. 
Briefly describe how the colonists responded to these actions by the British:
More Boycotts of British Goods
1773

Tea Act

It maintains a three penny per pound import tax on tea arriving in the colonies, which had already been in effect for six years. It also gives the near bankrupt British East India Company a virtual tea monopoly by allowing it to sell directly to colonial agents, bypassing any middlemen, thus underselling American merchants. The East India Company had successfully lobbied Parliament for such a measure. In September, Parliament authorizes the company to ship half a million pounds of tea to a group of chosen tea agents.
Briefly describe how the colonists responded to these actions by the British:
Sons of liberty organized Boston Tea Party.  (dumped tea into harbor before tax on the tea could be paid to British Parliament)
1774

Coercive Acts

In March, an angry English Parliament passes the first of a series of Coercive Acts in response to the rebellion in Massachusetts.
(called Intolerable Acts by Americans). The Boston Port Bill effectively shuts down all commercial shipping in Boston harbor until Massachusetts pays the taxes owed on the tea dumped in the harbor and also reimburses the East India Company for the loss of the tea.
May 20, The English Parliament enacts the next series of Coercive Acts, which include the Massachusetts Regulating Act and the Government Act virtually ending any self-rule by the colonists there. Instead, the English Crown and the Royal governor assume political power formerly exercised by colonists. 
Quartering Act

a new version of the 1765 Quartering Act is enacted by the English Parliament requiring all of the American colonies to provide housing for British troops in occupied houses and taverns and in unoccupied buildings. In September, Massachusetts Governor Gage seizes that colony's arsenal of weapons at Charlestown.
Briefly describe how the colonists responded to these actions by the British:
*Organized First Continental Congress: meeting of representatives from 12 of 13 colonies who decide how colonies will handle British treatment of colonies.


-Boycott all British goods


-Send demands to King and Parliament of England



1-withdraw all attempts @ taxation unless representation in Parliament is granted



2-restore rights of self government 

Begin to prepare for war
1775

British send troops to New England

Battles of Lexington and Concord

April 18, 1775 - General Gage orders 700 British soldiers to Concord to destroy the colonists' weapons depot.
That night, Paul Revere and William Dawes are sent from Boston to warn colonists. Revere reaches Lexington about midnight and warns Sam Adams and John Hancock who are hiding out there.

At dawn on April 19 about 70 armed Massachusetts militiamen stand face to face on Lexington Green with the British advance guard. An unordered 'shot heard around the world' begins the American Revolution. A volley of British rifle fire followed by a charge with bayonets leaves eight Americans dead and ten wounded. The British regroup and head for the depot in Concord, destroying the colonists' weapons and supplies. At the North Bridge in Concord, a British platoon is attacked by militiamen, with 14 casualties.
Briefly describe how the colonists responded to these actions by the British:
*Second Continental Congress convenes in Philadelphia on May 10th .

Representatives must decide:



1- Give in to British Tyrrany



2- Declare Independence and go to War with England
